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PREFACE 



TO THE 



FIRST AMERICAN EDITION, 



■«V' 



THIS little volume is eminently calcu- 
lated for our companion in performing those 
cUsties of secret prayer and meditation^ "which the 
Saviour of the world enjoined upon all his disci- 
ples. The ardent spirit of piety and gratitude 
contained in each prayer, discover the author to 
have been deeply impressed with a conscious- 
ness of God's overruling Providence, guardian 
protection, and parental benevolence. The good- 
ness, the justice and mercy of the Deity are ac- 
knowledged with humble reverence; and the 
name . of the Lord Jesus Christ is praised in 
fttndns of feeling gratitude. 
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IV PREFACE. 

Secret scrutiny into our own hearts, and pri- 
vate meditations are the only means of obtaining 
that SELF KNOWLEDGE, which ever precede 
greater attiiinmeirts in the Christian life. No one 
can make these " Devotions*' a part of his daily 
religious exercises, without feeling his imper- 
fections, and endeavoring to reform the whole 
course of his behavior. They contain no « vain 
rejictitions" no infiated expressions of self abase- 
Thenty but are the pious emanations of a mind 
sincerely desirous of worshipping God in spirit 
and in truth. It is to be wished that books of 
♦ this description and merit were more generally 
multiplied and circulated in our country for the 
advancement of correct morals and pure religion. 

JVorcester, OctoheVy 1808. 




PREFACE 

Xa THE 

THIRD LONDON EDITION. 

T'HE late njjorthy Author of the 
foIlov)ing Prayers had prepared them 
for the press just before hiz death ; and it 
was his desire that they should be pub- # 
Ushed. Had they met wiih a general 
approbation f he intended^ if Providence 
had spared his life^ to ha'oe added anoth* 
cr complete set for every day in the vjeek. 
Tht third and fourth Prayers in this 
GoUectiony were drawn up by another 
handy for the use of a person who no lon^ 
ger needs these imperfect helps to aid her 
religious services^ buty together with the 
pious Author of this Publicatiotiy is re- 
moved to that better world, where the ex- 
altedworship of the celestial inhabitants . 
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doth assist, and animate her demotions • 
These two Prayers were communicated at 
the request of the deceased ; and if he 
lived to ha'oe sent this fFork to the press, 
he intended to have inserted them* 

A few expressions in the Occasional 
Prayers are borrowed from Dr. * Dod- 
dridgCj Dr. JVatts, isPc. Sfc. but it was 
thought better to retain them, than substi- 
tute others less proper in their stead. 

As tivo large impressions have been 
sold offy a Third Edition is now offered 
to the Public^ with some few alterations. 

JOHN HOGG. 

LoNDONy 1796. 
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I — A Morning Prayer /or the Lord^s Day. 

O GREAT and blessed God, 
the Maker and Lord of heaven and 
earth ! Thou art possessed of all power, 
wisdom, and goodness ; all riches, 
majesty, and dominion are thine ; and 
thou art worthy to be revered and hou- 
ored^ loved and obeyed, by all on eaith, 
and all in heaven. I adore thee as the 
Fountain of all being, of all happiness 
and perfection ; and particularly as the 
God of my life, the Author of all my 
past and present mercies, and the Foun- 
dation of all my future hopes. 

My times, O Lord, are in thy hand. 
On thee do I constantly depend for the 
continuance of tliat life which I at first 
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received from thee, and which I am un- 
der the strongest obligations to devote 
entirely to thy service. But more espe- 
cially am I bound to honor, thee with 
that portion of my time which thou hast 
in a peculiar manner consecrated to thy« 
self. I thank thee for the institution of 
the Sabbath as a day of sacred rest ; set 
apart from worldly cares and labors to 
thy more immediate worship and ser- 
vice ; and would esteem it a delight, ho- 
ly of the Lord^ and honorable. 

Many seasons of mercy and means of 
g;race have I foolishly wasted^ or sinful- 
ly abused. Yet, blessed be thy name, 
tibiou hast now brought me to see the 
light of another of the days of the Son of 
Mani C let not the Sabbath be added 
to the number of my lost Sabbaths ; but 
help me to spend it in thy fear, to em- 
ploy it in holy acts and devout exer- 
cises, and to improve it to my spiritual 
edification, and to my increase in divine 
knowledge, grace, and comfort. 
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This is the day in which the great 
Redeemer of the world, after having 
made his soul an offering for sin, broke: 
the bonds of death, and rose triumphant 
firom the grave. O that I, being quick* 
ened together with him, and raised from 
the death of sin to a life of righteous-, 
ness, may be engaged to seek those 
things which are above, where he now 
sits at thy right hand ! Help me to chacc, 
away carnal and worldly affections from 
my heart, and to raise my thoughts and, 
views to spiritual and heavenly objects. 
And may all my sentiments, words, and . 
actions, from the beginning to thp end 
of this thy day, be holy and unreprova*. 
ble in thy sight. 

Give me, Q Lord, such worthy ap- 
prehensions of thine adorable nature. and 
attributes, such admiring views of thy 
creating power and wisdom, of thy prov- 
idential care, and of thy redeeming love* 
and grace, as shall excite in my soul all 
suitable affections towards tlice ; the 
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deepest veneration, the purest love, the 
liveliest hope, and sublimest joy. Form- 
my soul to a resemblance of thyself ;. 
and grant that, by the influence of thy 
good spirit, I may be renewed in the 
spirit of my mind, and enabled to put on 
that New Man who, after God, is creat- 
ed in righteousness and true holiness. 
May the great work of religion, in all its 
branches, be considered by me as the 
most honorable, the most important, 
and the most delightful employment in 
which I can be engaged : And in this 
business let me never be slothful or neg- 
ligent, but always prepared to serve 
thee with cheerfulness, fidelity, and^ 
2€al» 

r would this morning, with all possi- 
ble seriousness and solemnity, renew 
the dedication of myself to thee, my 
God. Thine I am, by the strongest 
ties of duty, interest, and gratitude ; and 
thine I would for ever be. Take thou 
the full possession of my heart, which 
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Hthou hast formed for thyself : And help 
me to make an unfeigned surrender of 
all that I am, and all that I have, to thee, 
the great Proprietor of all. With pur- 
pose of heart would I cleave unto thee. 
O keep me close to thyself ; and let 
nothing be able to separate me from thy 
love. 

Help me, O Lord, to live under a 
<:onstant sense of thy presence, and to 
maintain an habitual communion with 
thee my Heavenly Father, and with thy 
Son, Jesus Christ. May I find it good 
for me to draw' near unto thee, from 
•time to time, in the exercises of private 
and public devotion ; and be in the hap- 
py number of those whom thou chusest, 
and causest to approach unto thee with 
acceptance ; whom thou satisfiest with 
the goodness of thy house, and cheerest 
with the hope of worshipping and serv- 
ing thee more perfectly ia thy heavenly 
temple. 
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In an humble imitation of thy diffu^ 
sive goodness, O thou most benevolent 
of Beings, I would desire to cherish in 
my heart a sincere good will and fervent 
charity to all my fellow creatures, who 
are thy offspring. Nor let me think it 
enough merely to wish them well, and 
to abstain from injuring them, but make 
me ever ready to do them all the good 
in my power. And especially let me 
never be wanting in the discharge of 

those duties which belong to my partic- 
ular station and relations. 

Give mc also wisdbm clearly to dis- 
cern, and effectually to pursue my own 
truest welfare and happiness. Teach 
me to prefer the interest of my soul to 
that of my body ; to keep all my appe- 
tites and passions under a due regula- 
tion ; to cultivate the graces of humili- 
ty and meekness, moderation and con- 
tentment, to possess my soul in pa- 
tience, amidst all the trials and troubles 
of this present state ; and to be above 



all things, solicitous to ensure my fu- 
tare and eternal bliss. 

For these most important puq^oses, 
bless, O merciful God, all the means of 
grace that I enjoy ; and particularly the 
opportunities I may have this <lay of as- . 
sembling with my fellow christians to 
attend the ordinances of public \^ orship 
and religious instruction. Assist tliy 
ministering jservants in their addresses 
to thee, and in their endeavors to im- 
prove and edify their hearers ; and let 
their services in thy sanctuary be attend- 
ed with much success. 

And now unto Him who was dead, 
but is alive, and lives for evermore, v>'h© 
has redeemed us to God by his blood, 
and is exalted to be our Prince and Sav- 
iour,. ..to him be glory and dominiaa 
for ever and even.. .Amen. 
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II — ^n Evening Prayer for the Lori^js 

O MOST blessed and glorious 
God ! Thy name is excellent in all the 
earth ; and thou hast set thy glory above 
the heavens. Thou art great, and great- 
ly to be praised ; thou art good, and 
greatly to be loved ; and worthy to re- 
ceive the united adoration and hom- 
age of all thy reasonable creatures. Thou 
needest not. Indeed, ojur services, nor 
canst receive the least advantage fronpi 
our praises : But never can we be more 
honorably or advantageously employed, 
than in celebrating thy perfections, ad- 
miring thy works, gratefully recollect- 
ing the past instances of thy goodness, 
and imploring the continuance of thy 
kind and favorable regards. 

Blessed be thy name for the renew- 
ed opportunities I have this day had of 
waiting upon thee in thy house, of join- 
ing in the public services of thy sanctu- 
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afy, of hearing thy word explained and 
enforced, and of being from thence in* 
structed and encouraged in those wajs 
of righteousness which lead to life eter- 
nal. Help me, good Lord, to make a 
proper improvement of those religious 
advantages and means x>( grace which 
thou affordest mc ; let me not abuse 
tliem by resting in thera^ but be solicit 
tOus' that the ends for which they are 
designed may be answered in me. En- 
able me to live in a- manner suitable to 
the profession I make, to the privileges 
I enjoy, and^ to the obligations and en- 
gagement^l am under to thee. O that 
thy laws may be more deeply engraven 
on my heart ! O that the truths I have 
this day heard may be so faithfully kept 
in mind as to be of lasting use, for the 
better information of my judgment, and 
the regulation of my temper and con* 
duct. 

Pardon those imperfections, niost 
merciful Father, which have attended 
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my religious duties this day, in thy 
hiouse or in my own. Forgive the dead- 
iiess and dulness of my affections, the 
wandering of my thoughts, and the dis- 
tractions of my mind. I am grieved 
mid ashamed to think how little my heart 
has been engagl^d in the work of prayer 
and praise. With what indifference 
have I heard the messages of thy grace, 
and attended to the notices of thy will : 
And how unaflfected have I been with a 
sense of the evil of sin, the worth of my 
soul, the weight of eternity, and the 
greatness of that future glory and felici- 
ty which will be . the certain portion of 
all that truly love and serve tliee i 

O that I may have the wisdom to 
spend my future Sabbaths better, and 
learn to be at all times more serious and 
considerate, more spiritually and heaven- 
ly minded, than I have hitherto ! Let 
my thoughts be more frequently and de^ 
lightfully employed in meditating on the 
glorious perfections of thy nature, as dis« 
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played in thy works, and in thy word. 
Burify my affections, that I may love 
thee above all, and delight in thee and ^ 
in thy laws ; and may renounce and de- 
test whatever is evil in itself and dis- 
pleasing to thee. And grant that I may 
every djly feel mdre and more of that 
peace and satisfaction which is the gen- 
uine effect of a growings acquaintance 
with thee ; and ' a close adherence to 
thee, in all the ways of holy obedience. 

Whilst I am herein this world, help 
me by faith to live above it. Suffer me 
not to mind and pursue earthly things, 
as if I had chosen the world for my por- 
tion, and had *nd better inheritance in 
view : But, knowing that I have here 
no continuing city, may I seek one to 
come ; even that city which has founda- 
tions, whose Builder and Maker is God. 
Considering myself as only a stranger 
and pilgrim on earth, let nle live like a 
citizen of heaven, and have my conver- 
sation there. Enable me, O Lord, b}' 
2 ^ 
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thy mighty power, to overcome all the 
difficulties and oppositions, trials apd . 
temptations, which I may meet with in 
my journey heaven wards. And by 
making daily advances and improve- 
' ments in holiness and goodness, may I 
be gradually growing more and more fit 
for a share in that glorious inheritance 
which is among thy saints in light. 

Blessed be thy namcy O God of 
grace, that thou didst take compassion 
on a world that lay in wickedness, and 
was exposed to misery and ruin ; and 
didst contrive the grand scheme of our 
redemption and salvation : That when 
the fulness of time was come, thou didst 
send forth thine own Son into the world, 
to execute the purposes of thy good- 
ness ; to teach us the most important 
and salutary doctrines ; to instruct us in 
the knowledge of thy nature and will ; 
of the duties thou requirest of us, and 
of the blessings thou hast intended for 
us ; to set before us the most amiable 
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and animating example of universal 
goodness^ in his own character and con« 
duct ; and at length to suffer and to diCi 
the just {or the unjust> that he might 
bring us to God. Blessed be thy name^ 
that thou hast, with thy right hand, ex- 
alted this our suffering and dying Re- 
deemer, to be our Prince and Saviour ; 
and that having been made perfect 
through sufferings, he is become the 
Author of eternal salvation to all them 
that obey him. ^ 

Blessed be thy name that the tidings 
of this salvation have reached my ears ; 
that the kind offers of grace, peace, and 
eternal life, are held forth to me in the 
gospel of thy Son ; that thou art waiting 
to be gracious imto me, and earnestly 
inviting and importuning me to be re- 
conciled unto thee. O that I may cheer- 
fully comply with thy merciful invita- 
tions ; that I may thankfully accept 
thine offered blessings on th;^ own terms, 
and be taught most highly to value, and 
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5visely to improve all those inestimable 
privileges and advantages of a spiritual 
nature, with which thou hast favored me. 

For the many temporal mercies thou 
art bestowing upoh me from day to day, 
and particularly for the preservation and 
supplier of the day past, I would like- 
wise offer Thee my unfeigned tribute of 
gratitude and praise. O let a sense of 
thine unmerited gpodness abide contin- 
ually on my .heart ; and help me not on- 
ly to speak, but to live to thy praise. 

And now be pleased to take me, O 
Lord,, into thy care and protection this 
night. Defend me from all evils and 
dangers, and refresh me with sweet and 
comfortable repose; Let me lie down 
with holy thoughts of thee ; and when 
I awake, let mie be still with Th6e. 

I would commend to thy kind and 
gfticious regards, all my relatives and 
friends. Do them gobd, and bless them 
i?nth all such spiritual and temporal 
blessings as thou knowest to be mos?t 
proper and needful for thehXt Visits ia 



I 



FOR THB CliOSEt.' SI 

mercy, such as are under affliction. 
Give them patience and submission to 
thy will : Relieve their distresses, and 
afford them all the necessary supports, 
and those divine consolations, which 
are neither few nor small. 

Extend, O thou God and Father of 
all, thy loving kindness and compassiom 
to the whole human race. Send the 
light of thy glorious gospel through cv- 
^y part of the habitable world ; and 
whetesoever it shines, .may it be the 
means of spreading not only knowledge 
and truth, but righteousness and peace 
amongst them. Continue thy merciful 
regard to this land of my nativity. In- 
spire our rulers with wisdom and integ- 
rity ; guide all our public councils and 
af&irs for the best ; watch over our lib- 
erties ; pardon our national sins ; and 
work a thorough reformation amongst 
us. Be gracious to all who minister in 
holy things ; and succeed their endeav* 
ors for promoting the cause of true re- 
ligion, by their useful instructions aatl 
exemplary lives. 
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Hear me, good Lord, in these mjr' 
impeifeot petitions ; and mercifully ac- 
cept of this my evening.sacrifice of pray- 
er and >praise« Keep me in thy fear and 
in thy favor, through the remainder of 
my short and uncertain life ; support 
and comfort me in my dying moments ; 
and after death be thou my portion and 
exceeding great reward, through Jesus 
Christ, the Son of thy Love ; in whom 
I desire to be found living and dying; 
and by whom I would ascribe to Thee, 
O Heavenly Father^ all honor, gloryv 
and dominion, now and ever. •••Am en; 
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IW— A Prayer fof the Lord's Day Morrt- 

ing. 

O ETERNAL and Almighty 
God;* heaven is thy throne, and thi^ 
earth is but thy footstool ! I adore thine 
infinite condescension for making that 16 
be my duty which I ought ever to es^ 
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teem my greatest privilege.f.the per- 
mission and opportunity of praising 
Thee, and celebrating thy perfections. 
The return of this sacred morning cs> 
cites in my mind a fresh and grateful 
remembrance of thy kind regard to my 
soul, as well as to my body. With the 
sincerest gratitude I thank thee, O thon 
beneficent Parent of all, for every in- 
: stance o£ thy goodness towards me. AH 
rhave, I derived at first from thy boun- 
ty. AlH enjoy, flows from the same 
divine munificence. It is owing to thy 
care that I have been kept in safety 
through the darkness and silence of the 
past night. And it is an instance of thy 
Fatherly compassion that not 6nly secu- 
rity, but comfortable rest and refresrhing 
sleep have been my portion. How great 
is thy kindness to the children of men I 
How amazing thy goodness ! Bless the 
Lord, O my soul, and let dM that is 
within me bles^ his holy name. May I 
never forget thy mercies, which are re- 
newed every morning. I thus thank 
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and adore thee as the Former and Pre- 
server of my mortal body. But I would 
in the most exalted strains of devotion^ 
praise Thee, as the Father of spirits, and 
the Author of all my intellectual powers 
and faculties. Accept . my most pro- 
found and thankful acknowledgments 
for die light of reason, and the injunc- 
tions of conscience, whereby I am in 
some measure informed of thy. glorious 
perfections, and of the services which 
thou hast enjoined, to make me happy 
both here and hererfter. But espegially, 
and above all, I desire to praise thee 
with the warmest e:ratitudc for the un- 
speak able, gift- of thy Son Jes^us Christ 
our Lord, for the clear manner in which 
my duty is made known in his gospel, 
and for the many divine and powerful 
motives by which, the practice of it is 
enforced. At the same time I praise 
and bless Thee for the institution of re- 
ligious ordinances, and for the setting 
apart one day in seven, that I may with- 
draw my thoughts from the busioes$^ 
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i&nt cares, and the amusements of life. 
May this sacred time be always cm- 
ployed by me to the best of purposes. 
May I devoutly converse M^ith thee my 
Almighty Creator and Supreme Gov- 
ernor^ in the offices bfijrayer and devo- 
lion. Teach me to 'know thy will, to 
become acquainted with the rules and 
measures of my duty, and thus make 
me wise unto eternal salvation. -Instruct 
1 me how to meditate on thy perfections 
v/ith unfeigned devotion, and sincere 
fervor of affection. By this means may 
I contract a veneration ^nd love for thy 
matehless attributes, until the strongest 
and purest desires are excited in i»y 
soul, and I am urged on to acquire as 
near a resemblance to Thee in thy most 
glorious perfections, as a frail creature 
can attain. 

Lord God, Ilament with the deepest 
contrition of soul, the little progress I 
have made in acquiring this divine tem- 
per. How negligent have I been in thy 
-service ! How cold and langAiid my dc- 



'26 DAILY DEY0TI0N8 

votions ! How often, in my iinmediate 
addresses to Thee, the heart searching 
God, have my thoughts wandered, and 
my devotions been carelessly perform* 
ed ! My affections have been withdrawn 
from Thee, the centre of every thing 
amiable, glorious, and supremely excel- 
lent, and have been £xed on the mean, 
ignoble objects of time and sens^. I 
confess this with shame and thesincerest 
sorrow of heart, and would humble my* 
self before Thee for such languor and 
carelessness* At the same time I ac- 
knowledge I have been guilty of many 
iniquities. I have sinned against clear 
light, and the best instructions and reso- 
lutions. I have offended in thought, in 
word, and in deed. I have transgressed 
thy laws, which are the laws of reason, 
and the only sure nieans of conducting 
me to happiness. Gracious and com- 
passionate God, blushing and confusion 
of face must cover me ; remorse and 
contrition must fill* my breast, on ac- 
count of my rebellion, my ingratitude. 
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and my aggravated and heinous trans- 
gressions. All I can plead before Thee 
is mercy. In that, all my hoi>es andex- 
pectations centre. Adored be thy for- 
giving love in Jesus Christ thy Son, who 
is the way, the truth, and the life, and 
through whom sinful, penitent mortals 
may approach Thee and find acceptance. 
1- come in his name, in thine own ap- 
pointed way, resolving to comply with 
the tei'ms of the gospel covenants. 
Give me light suf&cient to instruct me, 
and strength sufficient to enable me to 
put my good resolutions into practice. 
O thou Father of all mercy, thou God 
of all grace, forgive all my sins, and 
grant tne all that assistance which shall 
be requisite for me in every situation. 

May I be watchful over myself, and 
guard against a careless or a sensual tem- 
per. May I be mortified to the world 
and its enjoyments, and possess true 
christian moderation. May the devo- 
tions I shall engage in, and the instruc- 
tions I shall receive this day, prove ef- 
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fectual to this good purpose. May mj5>' 
mind be enlightened > by hearing divine: 
truths ^ and my soul elevated by prayer' 
and praise. May the motives of the 
gospel be so strongly impressed upon 
my heart^.as to enable m« effectually to^ 
oppose every temptation, and to triumph^ 
over all my spiritual enemies. May I 
wean myself more and more from time 
and sense,, and show that I am a child 
of God,. and born from above, by having, 
my conversation in Heaven, even while 
I live in the present \vorld. > Suffer no 
trial to await me in which my good" dis* 
positions shall be either overcome or 
weakened : But when virtue shall be at. 
any time ready to give way before more, 
powerful temptation, do thou who hast 
access to the human heart, . pour such 
light and strength into my soul, as shall, 
excite proper considerations within me^. 
and shall restore me to ray true self; to. 
the influence and direction of conscience 
and religion. May the goveming- prin» 
cipl^s of my life be faith in Christ, and 



FOR THE CLOSET. 29 

unfeigned, unreserved obedience and 
submission to Thee, my Heavenly 
Father. Enable me to be continually 
making a progress in holiness, and to 
aim at the highest attainments. 

With respect to my worldly situa- 
tion, I know not what is best. All I 
a^sk is to be placed in such a state as 
shall most efiectually tend to improve 
me in divine knowledge and christian 
virtue. To this end may I ever regard 
the present life in its true light, as de- 
• signed to train me up for another and a 
better world ; towards which, the near- 
er I advance, the more prepared may I 
become. However things are ordered 
as to my worldly condition, make me 
wholly resigned to thy all disposing will, 
and fully convinced of the wisdom, pro- 
priety, and kindness of all thy dealings. 
Lift up the light of thy reconciled coun- 
tenance upon me, in my passage through 
this tran&itory state. Fill me with all that 
joy of heart which ariscth from the testU - 
inony of a good conscience, ^xvd xJftfc ^w- 

2 
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livening expectation of the heavenly 
happiness. Fit me for every situation 
in life, and, above all, prepare me for 
death. When that last scene shall ap- 
proach, enable me to place a firm trust 
in thy mercy as displayed in the gospel. 
May my dismission hence be full of 
xhristian hope and joyful confidence, and 
after death be thou the Eternal Conso* 
lation of my soul. 

Othou universal Parent of nature, 
&vor the whole world with the same 
spiritual privileges which I enjoy. May 
the kingdom of the Redeemer soon come. 
May his name be glorified, and his re- 
ligion spread throughout the earth* 
Bless in a particular manner the nation 
to which I belong. May each one con. 
tribute his part to help forward a general 
reformation. 

May all my friends and relations be 
blessed by Thee, and be the friends of 
God, and the promoters of virtue and 
true religion. O God, reward, all my 
hcfip&ctox9, and forgive all my enemies. 
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Condescend to be favorably present in 
all worshipping assemblies this day. 
Make good thine ^ncient promise, that 
wheresoever two or three are met to- 
gether in thy name, there thou wilt be 
with them, and bless them. May a di-* 
vine energy and blessing accompany me;^ 
and all with whom I shall this day jo^i 
in ordihances of a religious nature. 
May these imperfect services here below j. 
fit me m the best manner for bearing a 
part in the exalted praises of angels 
aboWj and for eternaDy residing in thy 
blissful presence^ who art the everlasting 
Lig^t of all thy saints. These devout 
thanksgivings and humble petitions I 
sincerely offer unto Thee, the Source of 
all perfection, and- the Fountain of alt 
good,, in the name and as the disciple 
of thy Son,. Jesus Christ ; to whom be 
glory in the churches^, world without 
end««4*AM£N«. 
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IV— -rf Prayer for the Lord^s Day 

Evening. 

MOST merciful and ever blessed 
God, thou art the Sovereign Lord of, 
heaven and earth. From Thee I receive 
all my present enjoyments ; and in Thee 
every hope of happiness in another and 
better world doth entirely centre. 

I adore Thee as the first cause, and 
the last end of all things : As that Al-. 
mighty, ever living, and Supreme God, 
before whom angels and archangels bo\T 
down, and prostrate themselves with the 
profoundest veneration. Thousands of 
glorified spirits surround thy throne, ten 
thousand times ten thousand minister in 
thy prcsencej and think it their greatest 
felicity to contemplate thy attributes, and 
to enjoy the smiles of thy favor. 

Blessed, thrice happy are these thy 
servants who thus dwell in thy heavenly 
temple, who see thy face without a veil, ^ 
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and keep an everlasting Sabbath in cele- 
brating thy perfections, and praising 
Tliee in the most exalted strains of grat- 
itude and love. 

Blessed also, in a lower degree, are 
thy servants who approach Thee in thine 
•arthly courts, to see the milder displays 
oE thy glory, and taste thy mercy and 
grace. 

Thanks to thy great and glorious 
aame for the frequent opportunities 
which I have had of enjoying this sa- 
©red privilege. Particularly I bless 
Thee for that opportunity which hath, 
been afforded me this day. May I have 
reason to say that it hath been good for 
me to draw nigh unto God in his house 
of prayer. May 1 feel the happy effects 
of it in those pious and devout sentiments 
which it shall lead me to cherish, in 
those holy resolutions which it shall en- 
gage me to form, and in those virtuous 
and upright actions which it shall eiia« 
ble me continually to practise. 
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I thank Thee for those ordinances of 
religion, which thou hast been pleased 
to institute ; for the directions which 
thy holy word contains ; and for the in- 
structions which it affords ; which are 
in the best manner calculated to make 
me wise unto eternal salvation. 

When I reflect on all these advan- 
tages, and consider my own base ingrat^ 
itude, and the little improvement I have 
made of all these favors, my soul is filled 
with grief and sorrow. . I stand in con- 
tinual need of mercy to overlook my nu- 
merous failings, and to pardon my re- 
peated offences. . I have sometimes sin- 
ned through ignorance : I have more 
frequently transgressed through careless-' 
Hess and inattention. If at any time I 
have offended through presumption,., 
most gracious God, I entreat Thee, for 
thy mercy's sake in Jesus Christ, to 
overlook and pardon these, and, all my 
other iniquities. 



.TO& THE CLOSET. 35 

Lead me to have a just sense fixed in 
my mind of the odious nature and de- 
structive tendency of all sin. Convince 
me in the most powerful and efiectual 
manner, that nothing can tend to secure 
my true happiness either here or hereaf* 
ter^ but the sincere practice of holiness 
and virtue. 

As thou hast instituted the ordinan- 
ces of religion to be the means of im- 
pressing this truth on my soul, grant, O 
Heavenly Father, that 1 may make them 
subservient to this good purpose. 

If a just sense of the odious nature of 
sin hath been excited in my mind by 
any of the exercises of devotion in which 
1 have this day engagied, enable me to 
cherish and strengthen this principle 
more and more. May I hate sin with a 
more perfect hatred than I have hitherto 
done, and love and pursue holiness and 
religion with greater fervency and aflfec- 
tion of soul. 

I acknowledge, O thou most com- 
passionate pf all beings, that I have not 
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made so good a use of my faculties for 
obeying and serving thee, as I might 
and ought to have made. My attention 
hath been too often fixed on the trifling 
vanities and amusements of this worlds 
to the neglect of those awful and impor- 
tant concerns which relate to my heaven* 
ly and eternal state. I confess that, of- 
ten when I have been present in thine 
house, and joining as to the outward 
part, in worshipping Thee, the Supreme 
Ruler of the universe, my heart and af- 
fections have been wandering after earth- 
ly pursuits, and I have paid that regard 
to the creature which is alone due to 
Thee, the Almighty Creatw and Sov- 
^creign Lord of all. 

Adored be thy goodness and mercy 
that thou art ever disposed to pardon 
penitent returning sinners ; and for this 
end hast appointed an Advocate in heav- 
en, Jesus Christ the righteous, who is 
become a Propitiation for all the errors 
and imperfections which are repented of 
.and forsaken. 
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For thy mercy's sake in him, I most 
humbly entreat Thee to pardon all the 
sins I have been guilty of in my past 
life, to forgive all the negligence and in- 
attention I have shewn in thy worship, 
and to accept those of my services, how- 
ever imperfect, which have been attend- 
ed with sincerity and uprightness of 
heart. 

May I ever value it as my greatest 
privilege that I can so often join in sol- 
emn addresses to Thee, and gratefully 
acknowledge thy goodness and mercy, 
in concert with those who are blessed 
and supplied by the same bounty and 
munificence. May such impressions be 
by this means made on my mind as . 
shall engage me to cherish the most 
grateful, pure, and benevolent affections. 
By often meditating on thy divine glo- 
ries, may I be induced to love Thee 
with my whole heart, to serve Thee with 
the greatest sincerity of soul, and to ac- 
quire some resembknce to Thee the in- 
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finite Source oif all perfection and happi- 
ness. May I never become carnal and 
sensual by my converse with earthly 
things ; but may I, by frequent acts of 
piety and devotion, raise my aifections 
to unseen things, and live a heavenly 
life even while I am on earth. May I 
guard myself from the snares, and es- 
cape the corruptions which are in the 
world through lust ; apd by this means 
become in some measure partaker of a 
divine nature. May I ever consider this 
life as a pilgrimage, as vain, trouble- 
some, and uncertain. May I always 
look upon heaven as my setded abode 
and lasting home, and regard my true 
life as hid with Christ in God ; that 
whenChrijst who is my life shall appear, 

I also may sippear with him in glory. 
Enable me ever to possess a true gov- 
ernment over all my inferior appetites 
and passions. Suffer me never to give 
way to vicious pursuits, or sensual in* 
dulgences. May a due sense of Thine 
awful presence and iiispection gver ac- 
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company me. In the most secret retire- 
ment, as well as in public, may I con- 
sider myself as under thine eye, and ac- 
countable to Thee for all my thoughts, 
words, and actions. Under the influence 
of this persuasion may I maintain purity 
in my heart, sincerity and truth in all my 
words, and^ holiness in all my conduct. 
May I ever do to others as 1 would they 
should do unto me : Thus may l/ulfil 
all righteousness. 

From beholding thy goodness and 
mercy so conspicuously and gloriously 
displayed- in the works of creation, and 
especially* in the work of redemption, 
may I be induced to cherish a benevo- 
lent and a merciful temper. May 1 do 
good to all as I have opportunity. May 
I ever cherish that meekness and humil- 
ity which shone so illustrious in my di- 
vine Saviour, and be alw-ays more ready 
to forgive than to revenge any injury or 
affront. Keep far from me all pride and 
haughtiness, all anger and malice. En- 
able me ever to act the worthy^ generous^ 
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christian part, in relieving the necessi- 
tous as far as my abilities extend, and 
in aiding my fellow creatures by my ad- 
vice, my influence, and my earnest en- 
deavors; that the blessing of the poor and 
afflicted may come upon me, and that I 
may in some measure resemble Thee^ 
the God of all mercy and the universal 
Parent of all good. 

Fit me for all the various changes 
which in the course of thy providence I 
may be called to pass through in this 
frail uncertain ^tate. Make me ever con- 
tented with the whole of my situation^ 
knowing that all thine appointitients arc 
wise and good. Dispose me ever to be 
thankful for the mercies I enjoy, even in 
the most afflictive circumstances, and ta 
eye a divine and Fatherly hand in aH thy 
dealings. By this means prepare me for 
every occurrence in life,, that whether 
prosperity or adversity be my lot, I may 
possess those graces and acquire those 
virtues which shall adorn each situation^^ 
and which shall enable me to dischargf} 
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the duty required of me. I know my 
own insufficiency for these things ; I am 
conscious of -my own weakness and 
frailty. I have in time past been fre- 
quently overcome by temptations, even 
contrary to my own good resolutions. 
Do thou therefore, the Father of Spirits, 
grant me the assistances of Thine own 
Divine Spirit, that I may be enabled by 
thy strength to perform all these things 
in a right and acceptable manner. Make 
all my public religious exercises, and all 
my private devotions and secret medita- 
tions, greatly beneficial to this good pur- 
pose. Especially may this present hum- 
ble address to the throne of thy grace, 
and the pious acknowledgments 1 have 
this day joined in offering Thee, be ser- 
viceable to this end. 

When I return to my worldly con- 
cerns and stated employment in the ensu- 
ing week, may it appear by the whole 
of my behavior in tiiem, and by the 
whole of my behavior in future life, that 
I have really this <fey been «kw«€«v^ 
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with God. May this day's retiretnent 
from the cares of the world be reflected 
on with pleasure through the whole o£ 
my continuance here. M&y it. even 
prove a never failing source of joy and 
delig:ht when days and weeks shall be aft 
an end, and the uninterrupted enjoyment 
of Thee, the everlasting. Source of per- 
fection and happiness, shall be the reward 
of my labors* 

O thou sovereign Lord of the uni* 
verse, hear the prayers which have this 
day been presented unto Thee for those 
parts of the world which lie buried in 
darkness and ignorance. Give thy Son 
the heathen for his inheritance, and the 
uttermost part of the earth for his pos- 
session. Be favorably mindful of my 
native land, and of all that are connected 
with it. May we improve the mercies 
we enjoy, and be long continued to be 
that happy people, whose protection and 
defence is ever nigh at hand^ the living 
Lord of heaven and earth. May those 
who are connected with me in the bonds 
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of nBture and friendship, be related to 
Thee in the bonds of an everlasting cove^^ 
nant) wdl ordered in all things and sure. 
May: those from' wbom^l have received 
favors^ be abundantly blessed^and rewari^- 
ed by Theei Mny^ aA> these who ivish* 
xne ill, if aiy such there be, obtain the 
same forgivenessirom God>which / 1 hope 
and expect to obtain. Bless the family 
to which I stand* rdated. May every 
member of it be a living member of Jesus 
Christ. 

May the returmof eveiy such sacred 
opportunity^ as I have this day enjoyed^: 
be embraced by me with the greatest 
readiness, and improved to the most val- 
uable of all purposes, die helpings forward 
my\ preparation for heaven and- eternal 
happiness. May I; make all the events 
which befkl me in life conducive to. th© 
same important end^ that my meetness 
tat future glory, may be. continually in* 
creasing the longer t remain here below* 

With such holy thoughts and de- 
vout dispositions I would lay myself 
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down to receive the refreshment of sleep 
during the ensuing night, . committing 
myself, and all for whom I am concerned, 
to Thine Almighty protection and care. 
O thou Guardian of Israel, who neither 
slumberest . nor sleepest, keep far from 
this dwelling, and from all who reside in 
it, all dangers and terrors during the si- 
lent and' defenceless hours of rest, and 
cause us all to awake in the morning in 
health and strength, refreshed with the 
comfortable repose of this night, and 
qualified to engage in those duties which 
may lie before each of us on the ensuing 
day. 

This, my evening sacrifice of prayer 
and praise, I ofier up unto Thee the Su- 
preme Lord of heaven and earth, in the 
name of thy well beloved Son Jesus 
Christ, through whom I would ascribe 
unto Thee, as is most justly due, the 
kingdom, the power^ and the glory, fw 
rrer and even. ••Amen. 
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V— ^ Prayer for Monday Mormng. 

O MOST great, most gracious, and 
most glorious God ! The Almighty Ma- 
ker and all wise Governor of the Uni- 
verse ! The Father,ihe Friend, and Sav^ 
iour of mankind ! All possible excellence 
is centered in Thee ; alt real and sub- 
stantial good streams forth from thee : 
And under a lively sense of thine adora^i 
ble perfections, thine inexhaustible fuU 
ness, and unlimited bounty, would I this 
morning come before thee,^ta oflPer thee 
my tributes of praise and thanksgivings 
and to present my prayers and supplica* 
tions at the throne of thy grace. 

Adored be that Power and Goodness^ 
which at first produced . me into beings 
and whereby I have been constantly sup* 
ported and liberally supplied with all 
things needful to my comfortable sub* 
sistence in this present state. I thank 
thee particularly for the safety and repose 
df. the last night;, that I then laid me 
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down and slept, and have awoke this 
morning in health and peace, because 
thou hast sustained me. Thus far, 
thou Preserver of- me», hiast thou been 
pleased to spare my forfeited life ; and 
pumberless as my sins and provocations 
against thee have been, thou art still fol- 
lowing me with thy mercies and favors. 
O let me not despise the riches of thy 
goodness, and forbearance, and long 
suffering, or fprget that it is the design 
ef all to lead me to repentance. 

Blessed be thy name for the encour- 
agement thou hast given me to repent of 
my sins, by the kind assurances of thy 
readiness to pardon and accept of all who 
arc truly penitent. Blessed be thy name, 
tihat, unworthy as I am of the common 
bounties of thy providence^ thou hast 
finely offered to my acceptance a share 
in the far richer treasures of thy grace. 
Never can I enough admire that unex- 
ampled love which thou hast manifested 
towards us, apostate creatures, in sending 
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tfiine only begotten Son into the world, 
that we might live through him : That 
we might be formed to a life of holiness 
here by the influence of his word and. 
spirit, and raised at length by his mighty 
power, to a life of eternal glory and fe- 
licity in another and a better world, O 
suffer me not to neglect that great salva- 
tion which he has brought within my 
reach ; but make me duly solicitous to 
secure an interest in it, by such a lively 
faith in him, as shall effectually engage 
me to devote myself to him in all the 
ways of holy obedience. 

Help me, O God, to live under a 
constant sense of my absolute and entire 
dependence upon thee, as well as of my 
unspeakable obligations to thee ; and im- 
part to me those powerful influences of 
thy grace which are necessary to enable 
me to mortify my sinful inclinations, to 
bear afflictions as I ought, to make a 
right use of every mercy and enjoyment, 
and to discharge the various duties of 
life in a holy and acceptable manner* 
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And whatever portion of time thou may- 
est allot me on earth, enable me to re* 
4eem it from vanity and sin ; and to em* 
•|doy it so as may turn to the best account, 
not only in the life that now is, but in 
that also which is to come. May I be 
making daily advances in all wisdom, 
righteousness, and goodness, in piety 
and purity, in humility and meekness, in 
contentment and heavenly mindedness. 
Let me not be anxiously careful about 
the things of this life ; what I shall eat, 
or what I shall drink, or wherewithal I 
shall be clothed ; but let me seek, in the 
first place, the blessings of thy kingdom, 
and that righteousness which thou re- 
quirest as the necessary qualification for 
the enjoyment of them ; depending up- 
on thy promise that all these things, so 
far as they are really needful, shall then 
be added to me* 

Keep me this day in innocence, and 
in love to thee, and to all about me. In 
aUmy ways let me acknowledge thee> 
and do thou direct my |)aths. Teach 
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me to guide my affairs with discretion ; 
and in every respect to act in a manner 
suitable to the station wherein thy provi- 
dence has placed me, and to the general 
relations which I sustain. 

Bless tlie family to which I belong ; 
and all my dear relatives and friends, 
whether near or at a distance. May wc 
be all interested in thy peculiar favor 
and friendship ; faithful in our duty to 
thee here on earth, and happy in the en- 
joyment of thee hereafter in heaven. All 
which, and whatever else thou seest 
needful and proper for me, for them, 
and for all mankind, I humbly entreat, 
for thy goodness sake in and through 
Christ Jesus thy Son, who has taught us 
to address thee under the endearing thar^ 

acter of Our Father who art in 

heaven ; hallowed be thy 'name ; thy 
kingdom come ; thy will be done on earth 
as it is heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread ; and forgive us our trepasses 
as we forgive them that trespass against 



I 



50 DAILY DEVOTIONS 

tis. And lead us not into temptation f, 
but deliver us from eviK For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the^lory, 
for ever and ever.... Amen. 
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VI — A Prayer for Monday .Evening. 

O LORD, my God, thou art ever 
merciful and gracious. Thou causest 
the outgoings of the morning and of the 
evening to rejoice over me. I desire at 
this time, with a grateful sense of the 
numberless favors thou hast conferred 
upon me, and art continually renewing,^ 
day by day, to ofler thee my evening sa- 
crifice of prayer and thanksgiving. Let 
the ^ords of my mouth and the medita-^ 
tions of my heart, be acceptable in thy 
sight, O Lord, my Strength and Re- 
deemer. 

I adore thee as the Author of mf 
life and being ; as the Former of my 
body, and the Father of my spirit. I 
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bless thee that thou hast made me a rea. 
sonable creature, hast designed me for 
immortality, and hast placed me here in 
a state of discipline, in order to train me 
up by a variety of exercises and trials, 
experiences and improvements, for the 
business and blessedness of another and 
better state. 

And though I have in many instances 
acted in a manner unbecoming the dig« 
nity of my rational nature, and been far 
from answering, as I ought, the great 
ends of my creation ; yet, blessed be thy 
luime, thou hast not dealt with me ac- 
cording to my deserts, but continually 
hitherto hast thou upheld my soul in life ; 
^nd thy visitation hath preserved my^ 
spirit, I thank thee, O Lord, for the 
watchful care and kind supplies of thy 
providence, for my health and strength, 
for my food and raiment, for my relatives 
and friends, and all my social advantages 
and enjoyments* 

But more especially would I praise 
thee for the advantages and oppocXx:kta\<^ 
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thou hast afforded me for improving iii 
the knowledge and. practice of true relig- 
ion ; for obtaining the pardon of my 
sins, and an interest in thy forfeited fa- . 
vor through the mediation of thy beloved 
son ; and fcM* securing a title to that glo- 
rious inheritance, to the lively hope of 
which thou hast begotten us again, by 
liis resurrection from the dead : ... An in- 
heritance incorruptible, undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away, reserved in heav- 
en for those who are kept by the power 
of God through faith unto salvation. 
Suffer me not, I beseech thee, to receive 
thy grace ia vain ; but teach me sa 
highly to value, and so diligently to im« ' 
prove all my present privileges and ad- 
vantages, as that I may be prepared and; ^ 
qualified for those still greater blessings 
which thou wilt hereafter bestow oa.*^ 
them that love and serve thee. ; 

JForgive me, O thou Father of mer« ' 
cies, that I have hitherto made thee such ' 
unsuitable returns for thy great love and ' 
^odness ; that I have lived so much a 
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Stranger to thee ; that I have loved thee 
no more, and served thee no better; 
that I have been so negligent in the dis- 
charge of . my social and relative duties, 
and so careless even about my own high- 
est concerns, my spiritual and everlast- 
ing interests. Pardon all the innumera- 
ble transgressions and provocations of 
my past life ; and particularly whatever 
thou hast seen amiss in my temper or 
conduct this day. Give me that godly 
sorrow for sin which worketh. repentance 
unto salvation, needing, not to be repent^* 
ed of ; and enable me to act a wiser and 
a better p^t in all ^respects, for the time 
toconfie. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
;md renew a right spirit within me. And 
by the efficacy of the exceeding great 
and precious promises of thy word, and 
the influences of thy blessed spirit, may 
I not only escape the corruptions that 
are in the world through lust, but be 
transformed into the image of thy moral 
perfections, and become a partaker oC ^ 
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divine nature. For this purpose let me 
give all possible diligence to add to my 
faith fortitude, and to fortitude pru- 
dence, and to prudence temperance, and 
to temperance patience, and to patience 
godliness, and to godliness brotherly 
kindness, and to brotherly kindness uni* 
versal charity, that so these things being 
in me, and abounding^ I may be neither 
inactive nor unfruitful in the knov^ledge 
of Jesus Christ my Lord. Thus let me 
make my calling and election to the priv- 
ileges and hopes of the gospel, sure and 
stedfast ; as knowing that if I do these 
things I shall never fall, but that an en- 
trance shall be administered unto me 
abundantly into the everlasting king- 
dom of my dear Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ* 

Make me particularly mindful of the 
duties I owe to those with whom* I am 
especially connected by the ties of rela- 
tion or friendship, and help me to take 
the most prudent and eflfectual means to 
promote their comfort and welfere. I 
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would commend them as well as myself, 
to thy blessing and fiivor. Direct us, 
O Lord, by thine unerring wisdom ; de- 
fend us by thine Almighty power, and 
provide for us by thy never &iling good- 
ness, through the various scenes and 
changes of this transitory state : Be our 
support and comfort in the awful hour 
of death, and our everlasting portion and 
felicity beyond the grave* 

I would likewise, O most merciful 
God, recommend to thy gracious regard 
the whole world of mankinds Pity their 
follies and infirmities ; deliver them from 
their sins, and from all those evils that 
are the fruits of sin. Bless these lands 
of Great Britain and Ireland^ with our 
colonies and plantations beyond the seas. 
Preserve over rights and liberties, both 
civil and sacred i and let truth, righteous- 
ness, and peace, flourish and prevail 
amongst us. May our magistrates, su- 
preme and subordinate, rule in thy fear, 
and be the ministers of God unto us fo. 
good. Have mercy on the sick and n( 
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flicted^provide for the poor and needy, 
and do good unto all as their variovDiiv 
cases and he'oessities may require. 

As thou iKist brought me to the close 
of this day in safety, so I beg the con- 
tinuance of^ thy care and protection this 
night. Watch over me, O thou Pre- 
server of men,, in my defenceless mo- 
ments, and^ aher quiet and refreshing 
sleep, raise me up in the mcotiuig, fitted 
for the duties and events of another day. 
And. when this succession of days and' 
nights 'sHall be no more, receive me into 
that state where I shall serve Thee with^ 
out intermission, and yet without weari. 
ness, through a long, happy, and endless^ 
day. 

Now unto the King eternal, immor- 
tal, invisible, the only wise God, be hon^ 
or and glory, for ever and ever..,, Ame n».. 
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Vil — A Prayer for Tuesday Morning. 

ALMIGHTY and most merciful 
Father ! Thou art the great Parent of 
the universe, and the Supreme Lord of 
all ; by whom all things were created at 
first, and are continually supported and' 
governed. I adore the glorious perfec- 
tions of thy nature, the boundless pow- 
er, wisdom, and goodness which thou 
hast displayed in all thy works, and most 
gratefully acknowledge the liberal com- 
munications of thy bounty and benefi- 
cence to me, who am unworthy of the 
least of thy mercies, I bless Thee for' 
every instance of thy kindness and favor 
that 1 have experienced through all my 
past life, and particularly for tKe watch- 
ful care of tliy good providence, by. 
which I have been secured from the dan- 
gers of the last night, and brought to see 
the light of another day, in peace and 
comfort. 



Thy mercies, O Lord, are new unt© 
Bie every morning ; great is thy faithful- 
ness ! And hence it is that I am not con- 
sumed, even because thy compassions 
fail not Shouldst thou have dealt with 
me according to the number and weight 
of my transgressions, I sliould have long 
since been stripped of all my forfeited 
enjoyments, and have been wretched in- 
dlj?ed, beyond all conception, and beyond' 
all hope of being restored to thy favon 
; But, blessed be thy name, I am still 
continued in the land of the living,, a 
iQonument of thy patience and forbear, 
ance ; furnished with* a variety of good 
things relating to the life that now is, 
and encouraged to hope for far better 
blessings in the life to come, through 
thy wonderful love and grace manifested 
to a sinful world, by thy Son Jesus 
Christ. With admiration and gratitude 
Ti^ould I contemplate the wise and gra- 
eious method thou hast contrived for re- 
covering lost sinners to thyself, by the 
teaching and example, the sufferings and 
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death, the resurrection and ascension of 
this our once abased, but now glorified 
Redeemer ; who is able to save, even un* 
to the uttermost, all that come unto Thee 
by him ; seeing that he ever lives to 
make intercession for us* 

Grant me, O most merciful God, an 
interest in the benefits of his Mediatorial 

S a 

undertaking* Help me to seek and se- 
cure the blessings of pardon, peace, and 
eternal life, by a cheerful compliance 
with those terms of repentance, iaith, 
and new obedience, on which they are 
offered to my acceptance. Enable me 
rightly to value and carefully to improve 
all my present privileges and all my fa* 
ture prospects, as becometh a Christian. 
And by that grace of thine, which bring* 
eth salvation to men, teach me to deny 
all ungodliness and worldly lusts, and 
live soberly, righteously, and piously in 
this present world ; looking for that 
blessed hope, even the glorious appearing 
of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ ; who gave himself for us, to t^^ 
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deem us from all iniquity, and to purify 
untx) himself a peculiar people, zealous 
of good works. 

Being bought with a price of such 
inestimable value, O let me never live a« 
if I were at my own disposal ; but en- 
gage me to serve and glorify Thee, not 
only with my body but with my spirit, 
which are thine* Let me chuse Thee, 
O thou greatest and best of Beings, as 
my Lord and my God, my Guide and 
Guardian, my Portion and Felicity ; and 
let me cheerfully resign myself to be 
governed, directed, and disposed pf by 
thine unerring wisdom, and according to 
the good pleasure of thy goodness. 

Help me this day, and every day, so 
to walk as to please Thee, and to be con- 
stantly improving in the divine life and 
likeness. Keep. me by thy grace from 
felling into sin, which is the greatest of 
all evils; then may I be assured that 
thou wilt preserve me from every thing 
else that might do me hiirt ; and eveifi 
cause all things to work together for iny 
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good, t^repare me for the general scenes 
and changes that may lie before me in 
diis variable and transitory state, and 
especially for that great and mostimpor^* 
tant change winch 1 must pass through 
by death. Teach me to live always a3 
1 shaU wish to have lived when I come 
to die. At that awful season put strength 
and confidence into 4ny departing spirit i 
and after death receive memto thy more 
immediate presence, where there is ful- 
ness of joy ; to dwell at thy right hand, 
where there are pleasures forever more, 
Ahen. 



•<*« 



MOST great and glorious God f 
With all humility and reverence would I 
jMTpstrate myself before Thee, under a 
deep and aiFegtiog sease of tl)y Majesty 
a|}d my own me;iwess ; of t)iy bounty^ 
and my indigeqce ; /pf thy holipe^^^ apd. 
my guilt. 
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Without thee, O Lord, I am notfa« 
ing, I have nothing, and can do nothing* 
Upon Thee do I constantly depend for 
life, and breath, and being. I need the 
perpetual exertion of thy power for the 
continuance of my ej^istence, and the 
support of my faculties ; I need thy wis- 
dom to direct my uncertain steps, thy 
goodness to supply my daily wants, thy 
mercy to pardon my numberless sins, and 
thy grace to assist ine in the discharge 
of my duties. And I would rejoice that 
tliou art eyer ready to aid and befriend 
me* 

Most gratefully must I acknowledge 
that hitherto thou, O Lord, hast helped 
and sustained me; provided for my ne- 
cessities both of soul and body ; caused 
tliy goodness daily to pass before me ; af- 
forded me a plenty of the means of grace, 
and raised me, by the gospel of thy Son 
Jesus Christ, to the hopes and prospects 
of eternal glonr. Bless the Lord, Q my 
soul, and dl that is w^ithin mejprai^e^arifj 
magnify his holy Name ! Bless'the 1«qi^^ 



I 
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Q my soul, and fbrget not all his bene- 
fits ; who forgiveth all thine iniquities^ 
who healeth all thy diseases, who re- 
deemeth thy life from destruction, and 
crowneth' thee with loving kindness and 
tender mercies. 

What reason have I, great God, to* la- 
ment that my heart has been no more 
afiected with a sense of thy goodness ; 
that I have foolishly slighted, and iri 
many instances, abused thy favors ; and 
not only negtected thy service, but acted 
in direct opposition to thy holy nature 
and will ! I have neither obeyed nor lov- 
ed Thee as I ought ; but have rebelled 
against thy Spvereign authority, and 
made the most unworthy returns for all 
rfie expressions of thy paternal tender^ 
ness. 

O Lord God, gracious and merciful ! 
Pity my infirmity,, and pardon my sins. 
And though I have so long, so often, 
and so ungratefully offended Thee, yet 
cast me not off from thy favor, but effec- 
tually recover me from my v^^ixvdmtv^ 
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to thyself. Help me to* renounce an4 dfe-^ 
test whatever isdispleasing-in thy sight j^ 
and with my whole heart to return and 
cleave unto Thee. And enable me^ I; 
beseech Thee,^ unfeignedly to comply 
with those merciful terms on which the 
blessings of the gospel are offered to mi^ 
that so I may be accepted of Thee in the 
beloved, and blessed with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly things and placcfiy. 

in Christ Jesus* 

■ 

I would desire daily to be making: 
some advances in. religious knowledgie,. 
by reading, meditation, and a diligent 
use and improvement of all those helps 
with which I am^ or may be, furnished' 
for this purpose. Grant that the more I 
know of thy nature, thy will, and thy 
grace, the more I may be disposed to 
love Thee with all my heart, and soul, 
and mind, and strength ; to yield a cheers 
ful compliance to thy Sovereign will, 
and to hope and tru3t to rejoice and dc^ 
light my self in Thee*, 

,... .} 
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And: whilst I am endeavoring to ftiU 
fil the first and great commandment, by 
Sfiddng Thee, O most glorious and gra* 
-eious God, the object of my supreme 
veneration and a&ction, submission and 
confidence, suffer me not to forget the 
second, which is like unto it, of. loving 
my neighbor as myself. I would labor 
to cultivate a sincere good will for all 
mankind ; fervently wishing the happi'^ 
ness of every one;, rejpicing.in that ten* 
der love which thou exercisest towards 
all thy creatures, and cheerfully contri* 
buting whatever lies in my power to re- 
lieve the distresses and to promote the 
welfare of those that are round about me. 
Especially would I desire to be found ih 
the discharge of those duties and obliga* 
tions which result from theparticular sta- 
tion, circumstances, and relations, where- 
in thy providence has placed -me. 

Accept of my thanksgivings for this 
mercies of the day past,* which thou hast 
added to the sum of all thy past favors. 
Long as I live will I praise the Lord, and« 
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ma^ify thy holy name white I K»^any 
being. Pardon whatetrer ha» b^eti jamiil 
in my disposition or behavior thb dayfc 
mid enable me to be ixiore upon my 
guard against oflfendbg Thet for i^ 
time to come- 

And now, Lord, what wait T ferf 
Truly my hope b in thee ; atidutider thfr 
shadow of thy wings will I put my tfusfc*. 
Watch over me this night. Sufier not 
any evil thing to come nigh this dwelt, 
ing. May I lie down in thy fear, be 
refreshed with seasonable rest and sleep,^ 
and ariise in thy favor, fitted and disposed 
iTor the duties of the following day.. And 
grant that every day which thou shalt 
please to add to my life on earth, may bet 
'so spent &id improved a& to increase my 
fitness for the joys and glories of the 
heavenly state, through.the m^edlation of 
Jesus Chri^ thy Son, in whose most 
comprehensive wordiB I^comtiiuie to pray 
for myself, an* for all my btcthrefl ^ 
mankind. 



• 

Oar Fiither, vriho sort ia bsftven, hal« 
towed be idhy namcy thy kingdom conie^ 
tSijfwiUbedonecntafthfts Uis inhear^ 
ifilii Give us, day by day> out daHy 
bread, aiid forgive lis cmrtlTspasses, M 
tre forgive them that trespass against tt% 
Aitd lead us nbt ihto tetxtptation ; but 
deliver tk^ ftoni evil; for diine is thfe 
kkigdom, die power,, and the glory, fbr 

kver andever...* A»£tr. 
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iLXr^ A Prayer for fFtdn&sdqjhMprmt^. 

O THOU infinitely great and ador- 
able Majesty of heaven and earth- ! Thdti 
art ever present in •all parts of thy vast 
dominions, and not £ar from any of thy 
creatures. Thou hnowest my down* 
sitting and mine uprising : Thou under* 
^srtandest my thoughts afar off, thou coiti- 
passest my path and my lyifig down^-and^ 
art acqi^ainted with all iny ways*. 
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Whidier shaU I go from thy splAt ? 
Or whither shall I flee from thy pre^ 
aence ? I am convinced, O Lord, that it 
•Is as impossible to escape the notice of 
thine eye, as it is to subsist without thy 
supporting hand, or to be happy without 
thy favor. Foreven the darkness hideth 
not from Thee ; but. the night shineth 
as the day : The darkness and the light 
&re both alike to Thee. O that I may^ 
be therefore careful to set the Lord al« 
ways before me ; to remember wherev- 
er I am^ and whatever T am about, that^ 
thou God seest me ; to live under a con* 
'Stant sense of my necessary dependence 
upon Thee, and of my numberless obli- 
gatipns to Thee; and accordingly to 
seek thy favor with my whole heart, 
and to dread thy displeasure above all 

things ! 

How deeply indebted am I to that 
goodness of thine which at first produc- 
ed me into being, and ' has hitherto up- 
held me in life, preserved 'me from per* 
jpetual d^iPgcrs^ seen or unseeni and gtY|^ ^ 
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•seso many days of coxafort and nights 
Qi repose ! How precious are tby 
thoughts o£ kindness sind» aets of mercjf 
Imlo me, Q God ) How great is the 
mm 0f them I If I attempt to count' 
lliem, they are more ianun^er than the 
tend. When. I awake I am still with 
Thee ; and see new occasions every 
kiorning' to meditate on ^ luiwearied^ 
^demess and care. But my highest 
cft>ligations are ta thy sovereign gracCi 
for sopi^ytng me with the means (d rDp 
ligious instruction ; for affording me th0 
most desirable helps and advantages both; 
fixr knowing and doing thy wiB ;;and'fhf 
setting bdTore me the views and^ hopes 
rf karao^tal life and happiness in the 
gospel df thy Son Jesus Christ*. Bless-^ 
ed be thy name for all thoa Imst done^ 
art doings and (if ray sins prevent not the 
effects of thy goodness) wilt continue to 
do.fbr my temporal^ spiritual, and eteiv 
nail wdfare*. Lord, help me to fall m 
with thy 'gracious and mercifiil designs t 
imd let me not^strate Aemlfy oiy <»pro 
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carelessness, ingratitude, and rebellioiii 
against Thee. 

Give me, good Lord, a just sight and 
sense of my umvorthiness,. folly, an<J 
guilt. What I know riot, teach thou 
me ;. arid whereinsoever I have done ini- 
quity, or acted contrary to any of the 
laws of piety, truth, charity, or sobrietj^* 
may I do- so no more. Search me, Q 
God, and know my heart ;> try me, and 
know my thoughts ; and see if there be 
any wicked way in me ; and lead me ia 
the way everlasting; 

Keep me this' day, and eveiy day, 
from sinning against Thee. May I live 
in thy fear all the day long, and be al*/ 
ways on my guard against the mariy 
snares and temptations with which I am, 
surrounded. Help me to keep my heart 
with all diligence; knowing that from 
thence are the issues of life. Let no 
vain thoughts, or corrupt imaginations, 
be harbored in my mind. Let me not 
give way to any unruly passion^, orih* 
ordinate aflEections. Let me set a watcb 
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it the door of my lips, and take heed 
that I oflPend not with my tongue. Suf- 
fer me not, I beseech Thee, to fall into 
any irregularity of conduct. May I dai- 
ly walk with Thee in a course of holy 
living, so as to approve myself in thy 
sight ; and not only from a principle of 
godly fear, solicitously avoid whatever is 
offensive to thy holy Majesty, but from 
the nobler principle of love, make it my 
supreme delight to serve, and imitate^ 
and please Theie. 

Prepare me, O Lord, for all the oc- 
currences of the day. Teach me to see 
and own thy hand in every mercy and 
enjoyment. Or if thou sufferest any 
trouble or affliction to befal me, help me 
in d becoming manner to submit to thy 
will, believing that it is good for me to 
l3e afflicted, and endeavoring, by a wise 
improvement of thy chastisements, to 
beconie a partaker of thy holiness. 

' GiVe ine a sympathetic sense of the 
sufferings of others; and do thou, O 
Cod, pity arid rclicye Aem,^ ^ Mercifully,' 
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xomfort such a$ ^re cast down ; and bf 
a present help to tl^m that are in troiu 
bic. Let tl^ blessing be upon eveqt 

member of the family to Which I bebng^ 
Assist us aU in the faithful discharge ojt 
our i>espectiye duties, and maike us mtu 
tual blessings to each othen Guide ujb 
% thy counsel thxx)ugh life, and afiter- 
iiiwds receive us to glory* Ail whidi I 
humbly intreat for thy m^cy 's sake ia 
^hrii$t Jesus i through Whom I would 
ascribe to thy divine Ms^ty aU honor 
^^ gloiTf thanksgiving and pmife, both 
^w and ev«irmore..,.AjBCEK» 



X-i- J Prayer for Wednest^ !Evenin^. 

GREAT and Gracious God ! ' 
Thy mercies are new unto me every 
morning, and thy faitfaftll^ess cverjr^' 
evening. Through dby good l»nd upon ' 
me, I ani now brought to the close df ' 
stnother d^> atid would take this occar ^ 
itton torefiect withgratitadt on thy gttfiift * ' 
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tSndeservcd goodness to me all the 
days of toy past life ; to acknowl- 
edge my obligations to Thee for all 
that I am, and have, and my entire 
dependence upon Thee for all that I 
need, and. for all thou hast encouraged 
hie to hope for, humbly entreating 
that thou wilt enable me to honor and 
praise Thee, to love and serve Thee as 
the most excellent, amiable, and benefi- 
cent of all beings, my Father and Friend, 
toy Lord and my God. 

With shame and sorrow must I con- 
fess myself utterly unworthy of thy mer- 
cies, and lament that I have made no bet- 
ter improvement of them ; and that the 
God in whose hand my breath is, and 
whose are all my ways, 1 have not glori- 
fied as I. ought. I would grieve that I 
have lived so unmindful of Thee and of 
thy benefits^ so forgetful of my dtity to 
Thee, and to my fellow creatures, and so 
tieglectful of my own highest interests. 
How much of iny precioiis time have I 
wasted and mispent ^ in following after 
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lying vanities ! How careless have T 
been of my temper and conduct, of tli&. 
due government of my thoughts and af«- . 
fectionsy my words and actions ! And in- 
how many instances have I positively . 
offended Thee, acted injuriously to oth* 
ers, or done wrong to my own soul 1 

Thou, O Lord, knowest all ray fool-j 
ishness, and my sins are not hid from 
Thee. Give me also a just sense of 
their number, aggravations, and malig* 
nity. Help me truly and sincerely to re- 
pent of them, so that I may be entitled 
to the pardon and remission of all my 
transgressions, through the redemptioa 
that is in Christ Jesus thy Son. Bless* 
cd be thy name that, great and grievous* 
as nly offences against Thee have been,* 
thou hast not left me in a helpless and ' 
hopeless state, but that there is mercy 
and forgiveness with Thee, that thou . 
mayest be feared, and that in thy right ' 
hand there is plenteous redemption.: . 
Blessed be thy name for that covenant ob ':. 
grace and- peace which thou hast csfabf* - 



^shed with us the sinful children of men^ 
in thy Son's' blood ; wherein the prom- 
ises of pardon, acceptance, and eternal 
Kfe are niade to those wIk) return unto 
Thee in the way of repentance, faith, and 
new obedience ; and the assistance of thy 
holy Spirit is offered to all that ask it. 
O that I may be enabled so to comply 
with the terms of this covenant as to be 
entitled to an interest in its inestimable 
blessings ; and may I study to make a 
proper improvement of them by a con* 
tinual prc^ess in grace and holiness. 
, I would desire to redeem the time 
that I have lost, by applying myself, witli 
increasing diligence, to the practice of 
my duty, in its whole extent. Make 
me more &ithful and constant in thy ser* 
vice, and more ready to cverj' good work 
than I have hitherto been. May true 
wisdom and piety,, justice and mercy, 
temperance and patience, humility and 
meekness, adorn the. whole remainder 
of my life. And whatsoever things arc 
trac^ whatsoever things are venerable^ 
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whatsoever things are just,. whc^tsPOetiQt!^, 
things are pure, whatsoever things acQi^ 
lovely, whatsoever things s^re of gOQ^ 
report ; if there be any virtue^ and if. 
there be any praise, may I so think of 
these things as to make them the coa# . 
stant objects of my pursuit and practice.. 
Keep me, O Lord, stedfast to thy. 
covenant engagements. Help me ta 
maintain my hitegrity, and to persevere, 
in the practice of piety and virtue,- 
amidst all those temptations to evil, by 
which I may be assaulted, from witfaia 
or from without. Let no worldly allure^ 
ments or terrors turn me aside from thei^ 
strait path of my duty. Let me esteems 
the pleasures of religion and a good coiu \ 
science as incomparably superior to all 
sensual pleasure3> or criminal indulgen* 
ces. Suffer me not to be anxiously t 
careful about any inferior or temporal \ 
concerns, so as to neglect tlie one thing . 
needful, the great business of religion^ \ 
and the security of my immortal inter^^ 
csts. But help me^ good Lord^ to b$^ 
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every day making some preparation for 
ihy approaching change^ and for appear- 
ing before Thee with acceptance, when, 
after d^athy I shall be called to judgment. 
And by a patient continuance in well- 
doing, may I so seek for honor, glory, 
and immortality, as in the end to obtain 
eternal life. 

: ^ Pity and reform a world that lies in 
wickedness. Direct our common and 
national concef ns, so as may be most 
conducive to the public welfare. Sup- 
port, relieve, and comfort the afflicted. 
Remember all my dear relations and 
iriends : Make them heirs of the grace 
of life, partakers of thy special favor • 
here, and of eternal glory in the world to 
come. 

O thou great Shepherd of Israel, who 
never slumberest nor sleepest ! Take 
me, I beseech Thee, into thy protection 
this night, and defend me from all dan- 
. gers and disasters. Let me lie down in 
Ijcace.with Thee, with my own con- 
siuenbe, and with all mankind. Refresh ^ 
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my body with such comfortable Vest and 
sleepi that in the morning I may be fitted 
and disposed with renewed vigor to 
serve Thee, and discharge the duties 
of my station. ' Be thou my God and 
Guide through life, my Support and 
Comfort in death ; and after death my 
everlasting Portion and Felicity* 

And now, unto him who is able ta 
do for me far more exceedingly than I 
can ask or think, be glory, through 
Christ Jesus, world without end.... 
Amen". 

I 

XI— -4 Prayer for Thursday Mornings 

O LORD God Almighty ! Thou 
lu^t the blessed and only Potentate ; the 
. King of kings, and Lord of. lords ; the 
great Creator of heaven and earth ; the 
Sovereign Lord and Proprietor of the 
universe. The heavens are thine, witfe^ 
all their hosts ; the earth also is ThiMV 
with the fulkess thereof; the world, and 
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they that dwell Aereiti. In thy hand ift 

! the soul of every living thing, and the 

hreath c^ all mankind. Thy dominion 

is an everlasting dominioti ; and thy 

kingdom is from generation to genera*- 

tion. Thou dost accordbg to thy owft 

will amongst the ariniies above^ ^nA 

amongst the inhabitants of thb Idtviar 

. "World ; and there is none that can stay 

. 'Thine hand, or that may say unto Thee^ 

What dost Thou ? 

But, blessed he ihy name, this thy 
uncontrc^ble power is constantly direct- 
ed by unerring wisdom, and exerted in 
^ efiecting the porposes of thy boundless 
goodness. So that there is the moat 
- abundant reason for sdl tl:^ intelligent 
creatures ta rejoice that the Liord God 
omnipotent reigneth^ and in this joy. I 
would bear my part.. 

I adore Thee, O Lord, as the Author 

^ my being, the God of my life, and the 

L^ len^^ of my days* I acknowledge my^ 

S^^ self obi i^ed^ tfy all thou hast done for me 

in my creation^ preservation^ and re^ 
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demption/ to serve Thee ^ith fidelity 
and zeal. Li thy coatinued care and 
kindness would I cheerfully confide, and 
quietly acquiesce in thy all wise dispos- 
ak; being convinced of thy absolute 
right to rule over me, and to do with me 
u thou pleas^st ; and that whatever thou 
iq>pointe8t is fittest and best. And ac- 
cordingly to Thee, my Heavenly Sever, 
eign, do I this morning lift up my eyes, 
earnestly desiring to learn thy will > to 
seek thy face, and to obtain thy fevor.. 

I thank Thee that thou hast given 
me a law td be the rule of my life and 
conduct : That thou hast, by the united 
Nghts of nature and of scripture, taught 
rte what is good, and wliat Thou the 
Lord my God requirest of me i even to 
tJo justfy, to love- mercy, and to'walk 
humbly with Thee my God. I thank 
Thee that, as thy Taws are most reasona* 
ble aiid excellent in themselves, so they 
are enforced by the most engaging and 
endearing motives ; and that thou hast 



iQade it as maeh my interest as it is li^ 
duty to serve Thee, 

Most deeply woirid I lament my guHl 
and folly in having lived so unmindful 
.of Thee and thy laws;, in having des- 
pised Thine autfaoority, abused thy good- 
ness^ and counteracted thy graGious and 
benevolent intentions in my favcH-. Mer- 
cifully pardon and forgive, whatever has 
been amiss in my past temper and con- 
duct, and enable me to rectify it, by ^ 
xiourse of new and better, obedience for • 
the time to come. I desire to renounce 
;aU those foreign Lords that have too lon§^ 
had dominion over me ; and would nonr 
-consecrate myself afresh to Thee ; ^11 that 
lam, and all that I have ; the members 
of my body and die faculties of my soul; 
my worldly possessions, my time, ,my 
talents, and ray influence over others, to 
be employed in thy service, and used for 
the advancement of Thine honor and ith 
terest in the world. 
"^ s ; Yet from a, sense of my own weak- 
ness, and after many lamentable proofs of 



^ tibe instability of my good resolutiotis, I 
am forced to g^ve up all self trust anid 
confidence; ahd would earnestly seek' 
the aids of thy grace, which alone h 
su£Eicient for me; begging that thou 
^Ht mianifest thy strength^ in my weak* 
ness. Deliver me, OGod, by thy mighty 
power, from the dominion and tyranny of 
every worldly and fleshly lust ; from the' 
bondage of corrupt habits, the influence 
. of vain customs, and the contagion of 
evil examples. . Fix the great principles 
:of religion deeply upon my heart. Fill 
my soul with good aflfections towardt 
thyself, and towards all my fellow crea- 
;tures ; and may the whole of my conduct- 
be governed and regulated thereby. Al- 
so enable me so to improve all the dis*> 
pensations of thy providence, the instruc- 
tions of thy word, and the influence of 
thy spirit, as to be daily advancing from 
rgrace to grace, and from strength to 
strength, till I shall appear at length per- 
fect before Thee in 2ioD» 
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To Thee, O God, who htet kept n»>. 
^e ivght past) and caused the light of: 
another morning to open with - comfort 
iipon me, would I again-commend my« 
3elf, intreating the continuance of thy 
line! and favorat^te regard tlus day. Pre* 
serve me from the snares and dangers to 
which I may be exposed^ and especially 
fkom'the sins whidi most easily beset me. 
Quicken me to the dis*charge of the sevw' 
eral duties that may lie before me, and' 
prepare me for whatever occuirences Ir 
may meet with, whether prosperous or 
adverse. 

a. 

. . Remember all my relations and friends,- 
' to do them good. Forgive my enemies,' 
i£ii have any^ and enable me to foi^vc • 
them. Pity and relieve those that are 
in distress ; and suit thy blessings to the • 
wants, capacities, and qualifications of 
all thy creatures. Graciously hear these * 
my humble requests which I offer up to 
Thee in the name of Jesus, the Son of- • 
thy love ; to whom, and tt|rough whom 



.J 



to Thee; O hetveiily Father^ 1 would 
aioribe evcilasling praisesi. • • Aii £ ir • 
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HOLY, holy, hqly Loi^XJod AU 
tnighty, who art, and wast^ and art id 
come ! Thou art the rightec^s Lordi 
who Ipvept righteousness and hatest ini- 
qiiit}\ Thy countenance beholdeth the 
upright with the most favorable regardi 
but thou hast no pleasure in wickedness^ < 
neither shall evil dwell with Thee. Yet^ 
tiotwithstanding Thine irreconcileabld ' 
aversion to sin, thou art nevertheless 
kind and compassionate to returning 
sinners, slow to anger, and of great mer* ' 
cy ; not willing that any should perish ^ 
but that all should come to nspentance. 

With shame and sorrow for the num«^ 
berless sins and ofiences of my past lile, ^ 
ai)d p&irticularly for what I Imve tbo^ght;^ 
or said) or done amiss this day^ would i 



flbW humble myself before Thee, ad^ 
miring that goodness and patience of 
Thine which I have so ungratefully abus^- 
ed ; entreating an interest in thy forgivinj^ 
mercy, and a restoration to thy forfeited 
ilpivor; and resolving in the strength of 
thy grace, to depart from all iniquity, 
and to regulate my future temper and 
conduct in a manner more agreeable td 
thy holy nature and will. 

Enable me, O Thou great Pattern' of 
ail moral excellence, to purify myt^lf, 
as thou art pure^ to hate all siil with a 
perfect hatred, effectually to renounce 
and forsake every evil way, and to return 
imtQ Thee with my whole heart. As 
thou, who hast called me to tht profes- 
sion and privileges of the true religion, 
art holy, so may I be holy in all manner 
of conversation. Help me, I beseech 
Thee, to cleanse myself from all pollu- 
tions, both of the flesh and of the spirit^ 
and to perfect holiness in tlij' fear. 

. Thou hast given us a perfect rule to 
wltlk by ; but, alas I how exceedihgl 



defective is our Ipe^t obiediencie 1 Wl|#! 
can understand his errors? Cli^aji^ts^: 
Thou me from secret faults. An4 
though I can never hope^ in this vi^e^qk 
state of flesh and blood) to be free froifti 
all infirmities and miscarriages, yetg 
blessed Lord, keep back thy servant from^ 
presumptuous sins i Let them not have> 
dominion, over me, but may I so live as. 
to maintain my integrity, and to be ac* 
counted upright before Thee ; being in*, 
nocent from all great and allowed trans« 
gressions« 

Give me, O God, such vie>ys of thjr 
greatness and goodness, and especiallyr 
of thy love and mercy to a lost worlds 
through thy Son Jesus Christ, asr may; 
fill my soul with reverence and admiral 
tion, with love and gratitude, with hope 
and confidence ; as may draw out my . 
strongest desires after Thee, and engage 
me to repose and delight myself in Thee. 
Help me to yield an unreserved obedi«t . 
ence to all thy commands, and an lutm't 
ble submission to all the dispos^Is.of th/ . 
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.'proridence. Let me always live and act 
under a sense of thy presence, and be 
careful to keep up such a daily inter*- 
eourse and communion with Thee, as 
may tend to cherish every pious dispose 
tion and ai&ctiony to fit me for nearer ap- 
proaches to Thee, and an uninterrupted 
enjoyment of Thee in the world ta 
come* 

Teach me, G Tliou Father of Spirits,^ 
seriously to consider the nature of my 
own soul, and to set a suitable value up- 
on it. Conscious of the dignity and im- 
portance of this immortal principle, let 
me labor and resolve to secure its happi- 
ness, whatever present gratifications are 
to be resigned, or whatever temporal suf- 
ferings are to be endured to that end. 
Help me so to cultivate and improve my 
nnderstanding, and so to govern my af. 
fections, passions, and appetites, as shall 
not only prevent me from injuring my- 
self or others, but best answer the great 
ends of my creation, and promote my no* 
Uest satlsfkc tion and enjoyment. Mai[ 
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I be clothed with humility, and decked 
with the ornament of a meek and quiA 
spirit, which is in thy sight of great price* 
May I be temperate in all things, pure 
in heart, and chaste in conversation ; 
xnaintaining a fixed abhorrence of all 
prohibited sensual indulgences. May I 
Jeam, in wliatsoever state I am, tliere- 
with to be content ; and let Patience have 
her perfect work, that I may be com- 
plete and entire, wanting nothings 

Form me, likewise, 1 beseech Thcc^ 
O Thou lover of righteousness, peace, 
and truth, to a proper temper towards 
jny fellow creatures. Make me careful 
to render unto all their dues, and to pro* 
vide things honest in the sight of all men. 
May I take pleasure in doing every good 
office in my power to all around me, 
and especially to those with m horn I am 
most nearly connected by the ties of nat- 
ural relation, affinity, or friendship/ And 
grant that in my general conduct I may 
act under the infiucncc of that wisdonoi 
ivhlch is from above ; whicb is fint 
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pure, and then peaceable, gehtle, and ea- 
sy to be entreated, full of mercy and of 
good Iruits, without paiti^i^, and with- 
out hypocrby. 

Extend thy merciful regard to the 
Whcde world of mankind. Send the 
light of thy glorious gospel to the most 
&tant pact^ of the earth ; and make it 
•very where efiectual to enlighten the 
ignorant, to reclaim the vicious, and td 
promote the knowledge of divine truth; 
and the practice of universal holiness 
amongst men. Dwell in this land of my^ 
nativity ; be the watcliful Guardian of 
our rights and liberties ;- reform us from 
the highest to the lowest, and delight 
over us still to do us goodi Relieve and' 
comfort all that sre in distress. Sue 
ceed tii'e laboreof the honest and indus- 
trious ; cause the earth to bring forth 
her increase- in due season, and satisfy 
our poor with bread. 

Accqit; good Lord, of my grateful 
aeknowledgtnents for all the blessings, 
ifaritttalond tempora], personal vad.^«^A«> 
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tivei with which thou hast favored m^ 
thus far in lifei and particularly for the 
mercies of the day past. I would take 
encouragement from hence cheerfully to 
confide in the continuance of thy care 
and kindness. Into thy hands I comirilt 
the keeping of myself, and of all that are 
most dear to me this night. Protect us, 
if it be thy will, from every evil and 
danger, grant us quiet and comfortable 
repose, raise us up again in health and 
safety the ensuing day, and preserve us 
to thy heavenly kingdom, through the 
'mediation of thy Son, Jesus Christ. ^^» 
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XJII — A Prayer for Friday Morning. 

MOST glorious God I Thou art 
light, and in Thee is no darkness at alU 
The perfections of thy nature are bright, 
beautiful, and majestic, far beyond aU 
our ideas and coiiceptions, Tt\ou vK 



possessed of irresistible power and ua* 
erring wisdom ; of unblemished purity^ 
the most serene benignity 9 and consum* 
mate bliss. Thou dwellest in light in- 
accessible, and art the Father of lights^ 
with whom there is no variableness, nor 
shadow of turning, and from whom all 
thy creatures derive whatever exceHen- 
cies <H* advantages they possess. For 
thou, O Lord, art the great Source and 
Original of all our natural powers and 
capacities ; of all our moral attainmenta 
•and improvements ; of all the good we 
do, and of all the blessings we either en« 
joy or hope for, 

I praise Thee for the discoveries thou 
hast made of thy transcendent glories, in 
the works of thine liands, ^^ in the heav- 
ens above, in the earth beneath, in the 
infinite varieties of thy creatures around 
me, and in my own stupendous frame 
of body and mind.'* But more espe- 
cially would I praise Thee for the bright- 
er discoveries of thy word, and that, al. 

though no man bath seen God at anf 



ime. vet tbe aaiv begotten Son, who is 
iji lie aosoia at' the Father, hath declared 
!i.:a duDJ us, 'ic? LIT di nas espedieat fo* 
lit :,• incir -■«». 1 iJore Thee, O Lonl, 
Iv ut ue :iUi.-m5 xid importaat instruct 
■sons viMcd be *^:a comnitinicated coa- 
Ami!« dtv- xiofK aud will, thy love 
Kti ^Jice : 34» pariicuUrly that he hath 
irvt-c'; -aw i»i :32mortalitT to light, by 
!»■ cu-'^icts fcsfcL and directed our feet 
i.icj t^cee pi3s ci righwousness which 
jcbi :.' ^niiia -ind endless bliss. 

&";:.■*. O Tnou great Parent of light, 
iKo mv dirk scd beclouded mind ; dis-- 
pel lV ihides of ignorance and error,. 
aiMJ ^ive me that spiritual Hisdom 
whereby I may be enabled to discern 
Uiings that difil-r, and to approve those 
things that ate excellent. Help me to 
walk all the day in thelightof thy coun>f^ 
tenaiice ; and in thy light i 
Ught. Nor let r 
knowledge tll'4'' 
do it with **" 
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truth. Grant that my faith may grow 
exceedingly ; let it purify my heart, and 
work by love, and bring fortli the peace* 
able fruits of righteousness. 

Make me sensible of the force and 
efficacy of those motives to holiness and 
virtue which are set before me in the 
gospel. Suffer me not, in the midst of 
that light which beams forth upon me 
from thence,, to sleep, as too many others 
do ; but may I watch and be sober. 
May I walk as becomes a child of light 
and of the day, and not as of the night 
and of darkness; Enable me to work 
the work of him that hath sent me, whilo 
it is day, knowing that the night comes^ 
wherein no man can work. Whatsoevef 
my hand findeth to do for advancing 
thine honor and interest in the world, for 
promoting the welfare of others, espe* 
cially of those for whom I ought to be 
peculiarly concerned, or for securing thd 
salvation of my own soul, may I do it 
with all my might, and be careful to 
p^ke the best improvem^^nt I am able;^ 
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xjS whatever portion of time thou mayest 
add to my earthly pil^image. And 
grant that I may walk in that path of the 
justy which is as the shining light, and 
ivili shine m^ore and more unto the per« 
feet day. 

Accept of my grateful acknowledge 
ments, O Lord, for the care thou hast 
taken of me, and the numberless favors 
thou hast conferred upon me, from the 
be^nning of my life to the present mo- 
ment, and particularly for the security 
il^nd repose of the night past : May thisi^ 
day pass over my head in innocence and 
peace, and every part of it be spent so as- 
to turn to some good account, to myself 
©r others. To thy care and blessing I 
commend myself, and all that are near 
and dear to me, entreating that thou wilt 
keep u« always in thy fear, and encom- 
pass us V ith thy favor. Help us to serve 
I'hee faithfully while we live;, and make 
us happy In Thee, and with Thee, after 
dfeath, through the mediation of Jesus 
Christ the Son of thy Love, in whoM 
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]Vnie and words 1 would sum up alt mjv 
»qu«stti&r myself and ethersy to Thse 
-f^^^-^Our Eatlici: who act ia beaven$. 
baltowed be tl^ name ; thy- Uogdoia 
cpme ;. thy will be done on earthias-it '» 
i[] heaven ; give us this day our iLuly- 
bread ; and forgive us our trcspaases, as 
we foi^ive them that trespass against us ; 
and lead us not into tcHuptation, but de^~ 
liver us from evil. For thine is dieking-- 
dom, and the po^t^er, and the glory, fev ' 
ever aiid ever....AK£s<> 



SiV — A Prayer for Friday Eventng\, 

O BLESSE& God, Thou Father 
of mercies and God of all grace, peace, 
and consolation .' 7hou art love ,- the most 
benevolent of all beings ; the great eter- 
nal Fountain of felicity. Thou, and Thoa 
only, art originally, perfectly, and essen- 
tially good in thyself, and thou delightest- 
in doing good continually. Thou- art 
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good unto all, and thy tender meitrer 
are over all thy works. All thy workt. 
j»:aise Thee, O Lord, and it become»<- 
thy saints to . bless Thee, and in a par^ 
ticular manner to magnify thy goodness^ 
tfiat supremely glorious atid amiable per^ 
fection of thy nature, which rendersThec, 
the worthy object of our most delightful. 
Qontemplation, and grateful praise* I 
would rejoice in all the displays of thy. 
diffusive benevolence, through the whole 
creation around me, but more especially 
would I praise Thee for the wonderful 
acts and instances of thy loving kind-^ 
ness to the children of men, and for the 
experience that I myself have had of thy 
bounty and benignity* 

I adore Thee, as the Former and the 
Father of mankind, whose wise and p6w-^ 
erful goodness is manifested in the cufi* 
ous structure of our bodies ; but much 
more in the sublime powers and facuU ; 
ties of our minds ; whereby we are most 
nearly allied to Thee our Maker^ and 
rendered capable of knowing, loving/ 
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serving, imitating, and enjoying Thee, 
:^ great Qrigin andSource of life and 
light, perfectioD, glory, and blessedness^ 

I adore Thee likewise for every in- 
atance and effect of thy providential care 
and.kindncss which I hasT experienced 
«i common with the rest of my species, 
ibr those measures of bodily health and 
strength that I enjoy, for tlie -free and 
■ Tegular exercise of my mental powers i 
for my liberty, my friends, and " all the 
necessaries, conveniences, and comforts 
which thy liberal hand has provided,, to 
render my passage through this state of 
trial and discipline easy and agreeable 
to me." 

But above all things would I praise 
Thee for the provision thou hast made 
for my future well being in another and 
better state of existence, after this pre- 
sent life ^which is forfeited by sin) shall 
be ended. Adored be the riches of tliy 
redeemingiove and grace, as ifianJfest- 
^J'n sending thine only begotten Son 



into the worJdi to seek and to save that 
^hich was lost ; to recover guilty rebels 
to thyself, and by his life and doctrine^ 
his sufferings and death, his resurrection 
from tlie dead, and the power and au« 
thority with which he is invested at thy 
right hand, to effect the pardon, sanctifi- 
cation, and, salvation of all who will sub- 
niit to be taught, to be ruled, and saved 
by hinu 

But while I am thus thankfully re« 
cognizing these expressions and displays 
of thy matchless love and paternal tender- 
ness, how much reason have I, with 
shame and confusion of face, to lament 
my past ingratitude, and the many un- 
worthy returns I have made for thy great 
and unmerited goodness ! Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and in thy 
sight, and am no longer worthy to ba 
owned or treated as a child of thine, t 
acknowledge that my transgressions haviJ 
been many and great; and wretched 
indeed must I be, shouldst thou deal wit^ 
tne according to my deserts. But tho^ 



lust proclaimed thyself to be ttie Lord^ 
the Lord God, merciful and gracious^ 
long suffering, andabundaot in goodness 
and truth ; keeping mercy fcH" thousands^ 
fcR^ving iniquity, transgression, and 
sin. This is thy name for ever, and in 
this name wouJd I hope and trust. O 
Cast me not off" from thy presence, I he- 
seech Thee, and take not. thy holy spirit 
from me, but in themultltude of thy ten- 
der mercies remember thou nie. Blot 
Out all my transgressions, wash me thor- 
oughly from my iniquity, and cleanse 
me from my sins; Draw me eSectualty 
. to thyself, by the cords of love,- whrcli 
ate the bands of a man j receive me gra- 
tjiouisly, and love me freely. 

I \yould desire always to retain sucH 
it grateful sense of my obligations t6. 
Thee aa.6hall prove a principle of con- 
^ntand uniTcrsal obedience to thy Laws, 
a^ engage me gFeatly to takA deOght id 
^,^^<Hninui(}menta;> May. I fear'^is 



Mid weary out thy patience. May I lore 
Thee also above all, and, considering 
Thee as noy portion and chief good, let 
the desires of my soul be drawn out after 
Thee, and my delight be centered in^ 
Thee. 

And help me, O Thou God of love, 
to cultivate a most sincere and cordial 
benevolence to aU my fellow creatures, 
regarding tliem as thine offspring, and^ 
doing the utmost, within my little sphere^ 
to promote their welfare, and to advance 
that happiness, which is the great end of 
fill thy works of creation, providence, 
and redemption. But let me love those 
with a peculiar arid distinguishing affec. 
tion, who are most lifce Thee, and who 
are the objefcts of thy special love. Let 
all bittiemess> and wrath, and clamerj and 
evil speaking^be putawayfrom me, with 
all malice, and may I be kind to those 
about me, tender tearted, and ready to 
forgive such as may offend me, even as 
I hope, through Jesus Christ, toobtam^ 
forgiteness of Thee. Teaci* me to lope 
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even my enemies, to wish well Ao them 
that hate me (if any such there be) and 
to return good for evil, that so I may ap^ 
prove myself one of thy genuine chU* 
dren, and be merciful as tliou art mercU 
ful, and perfect as thou my heavenly 
Father art perfect. 

From my past experience of thy ten* 
der care and unwearied kindness, I would 
take encouragement to hope that good- 
ness and mercy will follow me all the 
days of my future life ; and desire most 
cheerfully to trust Thee with myself, and 
with all that belong to me, to be disposed 
of as thou shalt see goodi Into, thy hands 
I commend' njyself this night, both soul 
and body. Let me lie down with holy 
and delightful thoughts of Thee, and in 
the morningj when* I awake, let my heart 
Jt)e raisied afresh in sentiments of love and 
gratitude to Thee ; and, with renewed 
pleasure and resolution, let me devote 
the remainder of my life to thy service. 
These my supplications and thanksgiv- 
ings I humbly ofer up to Thee, O most 
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merciful Father, in the name of Jesus 
Christ thy \vt]i beloved Spn^ and my 
ill sufficient Saviour ; to whom be all 
glory and dominion for ever and ever. 

AM£lf. 
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XV — A Prayer for Saturday Mornif^k. 

ETERNAL and infinite Jehovah J 
Thou art God, and there is none be^. 
sides Thee, the great Original and, Sup- 
port of universal oature ;, who. deriv€$t 
thy being from none, but givest beipg to 
all things. Thou art self suificieiU an^ 
all sufficient ; supremely, blessed in th}^> 
,sclf, and the Author of aU good to thy 
creatures. Thou, Q Lord^, art worthy 
to receive honor, and glory, ^nd blessing;, 
for thou hast created aU things, and for 
thy pleasure they are and were created ;. 
for thy display of thy goodness^ and the 
communication of thy felicity. O that I 
may be enabled to praise and glorify 
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Thee as I owght, and ta^eefc'myhappiw 
ncss alone m Tftee* * 

I wonld'desire always to reg^ Ths0 
as my origm andiendr torenijembcF'to 
my own beings in particular, is derived 
from Thee, and peipettiaHy supported by 
Thee ; and that it is in consequence of 
having obtained help of God that I con- 
tinue imto this day- an instance of thy 
sparing and preserving niew5y,.and a witi 
ness of thy overflowing beneficence; 
How liberally hast thou provicIed> most 
gracious Lord, not only for the supply 
of my wants, but for my innocent de^ 
light and comfiMt \: What a profusion 
of gratifieatiohs for my outward senses 
and imagination !' What nobler pMasures 
for the entertainment of my mind,- in the 
discovery of the mosl^ sublime and imw 
portant truths!' And, sbovt all^ how 
much am I indebted to Thee for those 
moral' powers and capacitiea with which 
Aou hast endowed^ me ; for those bencv^ 
olcnt propensities implanted in my na- 
turcj which, while they carry ma out of 
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myselfi contribute so largely to my ows 
felicity; and for tiiat highest of all humaa 
satis&ctionS) which arises from knowingi* 
loving, serving, and enjoying Thee^ unr 
der the endearing characters of my« 
Father and Friend, my Portion and chief 
Good! 

O, that my heart may be duly affectT 
ed with a sense of the benefits thou, hast 
already conferred upon me, and. of tha 
more valuable blessings thou hast cut 
couraged me to. hope for hereafter, 
through, the mediation. of thy Son Jesus 
Christ ! Continue to me, I beseech Thee 
all needful communications of thy mercy 
and favor. Grant me such a share of 
outward accommodations and enjoy-P 
ments as thou may est see convenient for 
me I but^ above all^ lead me in the paths 
t>f righteousness,, to the true perfection 
and felicity of my nature, . 

Forgive me, great and blessed God^ 
Aat f have wandered so far from Thee j 
that I have been so unmindful of the 
duties I owe. Thee ; and have taken sq 



little care to secure that felidty which b 
centered in Thee; that I have com* 
mitted those two great evils^ of fdrsaking; 
Thee, the Fountaia of living waters, and 
of hewing out to myself cisterns, broked 
cisterns, that can hold no water, O con^r 
vincc me of the folly of seeking for hap* 
piness in any thing short of thyself, or in 
any other way than in that of thy com^' 
mandments^ Convince me, that in thy 
fevor only there is life ; and. that thy 
loving kindness is better than life; with 
all its enjoyments. Help me to choose 
Thee as my all sufficient and never faiU 
iflg- portion ; and accordingly to hope^, 
and trust, and delight myself in Thee. 
And let it be my constant care -and en- 
deavor, so to order my inward temper 
and my outward conduct and behavior 
as is most agreeable to thy will;, so as 
most effectually to gain thy favor and 
approbation ; and thereby to secure, no* 
only my present peace and comfort, bul 
my future and everlasting welfare.. 
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Enable me this day to walk closely 
with Thee ; to act as under the notice 
of thine eye, and to rejoice in the mani- 
festations of thy love. Prepare me foj? 
whatever scenes of prosperity or adver- 
sity may lie before me; and succeed 
me in all my endeavors after self im- 
provement ^d usefulness to others.^ 
Bless all my friends, relations, and ac- 
quaintances ; unite us all to one another 
in the bonds of mutual love, and to thy- . 
Self, by the practice of piety and Holi- 
ijess ; andgrant that, after having served 
thee, and our generation, according to- 
thy will, in our several stations here up- 
dn earthy M^e may at length be received 
into the joys and glories of thy heavenly 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ thy Son,, 
the great Captain of our salvation. 

Now unto him of whom, and through, 
whom, and to whom are all things,, be 
glory for even,.«AM£^.. 
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XVI — A Prayer for Saturday Evening. 

^ O THOU supremely great, and 
Incomprehensible glorious Being ! Thou 
infinite and eternal Spirit, who art the 
only living and true God ; unchanged^ 
ble in thy nature, universal in thy pre* 
sence, and nncontrolable in thy domin- 
ion ; of whom, arid through whom, and 
to whom are all things ! 

No works are like unto thy works : 
No excellencies and perfections are wor- 
thy to be compared with thine ; which 
shine forth. in all thy designs of creation, 
of providence, and of redemption. 1 
would desire to mediate upion them with 
a sacred and salutary delight. Enable 
me, O thou Father of Spirits, to worship 
Thee in spirit and in truth, to revere thy 
irresistible power, to admire the depths 
of thy unsearchable wisdom, and to re-^ 
joice in all the communications and dis- 
plays of thy exuberant goodness. Help 
tne so to contemplate the beauty and 
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glory of thy moral attributes, thy trufh 
and righteousness, thy purity and . be^ 
iMgnity, as that I may be trani^fbrmed in- 
to the same image, from gloiy to glory. 
And from a full conviction of the equi« 
ty of thy government, jand the benefici^ 
design and tendency of all thy laws, may 
I be jdis^^ to yield & cheerful and 
tuireserved comjdiance with every intir 
piation of thy wilL 

Forgive me, lO most gracious God| 
that my droughts have been no more 
fixed upon Thee; that my affections 
Jiave been no more drawn out after 
Thee ; that I Jiave been so unlike to 
Thee, tlie Pattern of all perfection ; and 
have taken so little care to serve and 
please Thee. Under a deep and hum* 
bling sense of my past sin and folly, I 
would now resolve by thy divine assi'st- 
ance, to cultivate a growing acquaint* 
nnpe with Thee, and all suitable dispo^r 
sitions towards Thee ; a greater conform* 
ity to thine adorable excellencies in 
tlie. spirit of my .mindi and a, mote ea^ 
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^re >)bedience to thy precepts ia the 
^course of my life ;' that so I may bring 
•Ibrth all the fruits of righteousness which 
are by • Christ Jesus, to the praise and 
>glory of God, 

Blessed be ihy name, O God of 
-grace, for the revelation thou hast made 
of thyself to us, of the duties thou requir- 
est of us, and of the blessedness which 
^ tliou hast designed for us, in the gospel 
of thy Son. I praise Thee that Ihou 
didst send him into the world, not to 
condenin the worlds but that the world, 
through him, might be saved ; to offer 
pardon and forgiveness to penitent offen- 
ders ; to point out the way to eternal 
life and happiness, through his instruc- 
tions and example ; and to seal the 
promises of that new covenant, of which 
he was the mediator, with his dying 
blood. And as/ by thy detenninate 
xx)unsel and foreknowledge, he was de- 
livered up to sufferings and death for our 
xjffences, so I praise Thee that, by the 
energy of thy mighty power, he was rais^^ 
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ed again for our justification, that w^ 
might have the fullest assurance of our 
acceptance with God, through him, and 
that, because he lives, wemight live also* 
Grant me, O Lord, I beseech Thee, 
a saving interest in the blessed fruits of 
his life and doctrine, of his sufferings and 
death, of his resurrection and exaltation 
at thy right hand. And for this end, ex- 
cite and cherish in my soul a true, lively, 
and efficacious faith in him. The life 
which I live in the flesh I would desire 
to live by the fiiith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gav^e himself for me. 
And O that the great and interesting 
truths which he has brought to light in 
his glorious gospel, may not only gain 
the assent of my understanding, but sink 
-deep into my heart, and have a com* 
manding influence on the whole of my 
conduct ! Let me imbibe the spirit as 
well as the doctrine of Jesus, my gra- 
cious Lord. Let the same mind be in 
jne which was also in him. May I tak^ 
his yolfc upon me, and learn of him whp 
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t^as meek and lowly of heart, that so I 
may find rest to my soul. And help 
me, in all respects, to walk worthy of 
that high and holy calling, wherewith 
he has called me ; worthy of the great 
and important privileges that are confer- 
red upon me, and of the glorious hopes 
that are set before me. 

Raise my affections more and more, 
blessed God, to those things which are 
above ; and teach me to moderate my 
regard to all inferior and sensible objects. 
Free me from all inordinate cares about 
the things of this life ; from all distrust 
of thy good providence ; from all repin- 
ing language and discontented thoughts. 
And enable me in every situation and cir- 
cumstance of life to be not only patient 
and resigned, but cheerful and thankful ; 
knowing that all things are ordered by 
Thee in the w isest and best manner, and 
so as shall work together for good to 
them that love Thee. 

Most gratefully w^ould I adore that 
goodness and mercy of thine that hsav^ 
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attended me all my days, and suppUed^ 
me with all things needful to my com- 
fortable subsistence in life. And I par- 
ticularly bless Thee, at this time, for the 
protection and supplies of the day and 
week past. Pardon, I beseech Thee, 
whatever fresh guilt I may have contract-- 
ed therein. And as one day and week 
is passing away after another in swift 
succession, let me be careful to redeenv 
the time I have lost or mispent, by a re- 
doubled diligence in thy service, for the^ 
remainder of my uncertain life ; and tO' 
improve every opportunity of doing or 
receiving good, and of preparing for that 
eternal state to which I am hastening*. 
Continue thy watchful care over me this-. 
xnght ; and grant me such refreshing: 
sleep as may fit mc for serving Thee ac- 
ceptably and profitably on thy own day 
ensuing. 

And, O Thou common Father of 
mankind, permit me to breathe forth my 
fervent wishes for the welfare of all my 
brethren, the fellow members of that 
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great family of thine, which is spread 
over all the earth. O that all might be 
partakers, not only of the bounties of thy 
providence, but of the richer blessings of 
thy grace ; that all might so come to the 
knowledge of thy truth, as to be saved 
according to thy gracious will, through 
Jesus Christ, the Mediator between God 
and man, who gave himself aransom for 
all, to be testified in due time I Let all 
christian churches every where flourish, 
and also abound in truth and peace, in 
love, and in all good works. Let all 
the lands of the whole world, and the 
dominions thereto belonging, be still 
favored by Thee ; andlet the inhabitants 
thereof be careful to make a better im- 
provement of tliy distinguishing favors. 
Bless our rulers and governors, supreme 
and subordinate, and make their admin- 
istration productive of great and cxlen- 
sive good. Give success to tlie labors 
of those who preach the gospel of thy 
Son, in its purity and simplicity ; and' 
may the power of godliness bfN'vs&i\R.\\k. 
s 
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the lives of all professing cbristiansw. 
Have mercy on such as are in affliction;, 
and afford them suitable and seasonatde 
relief* Bless the family to whichi belongs 
may every member of it be graciously 
regarded by Thee; and may all my 
friends be thine. Preserve them fromraU; 
real evil ; and delight over them, to dos 
them good. 

And now unto Him who is able to^ 
keep us from falling, and to present us^ 
feultless before the presence of his glory 
with exceeding great joy;, to the only 
wise God our Saviour, be glory and maj- 
esty, dominion and power, both now and 
for ever.,.s..AME»:.. 
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l^A Prayer smtedto this Case of a car e:^ 
less Sinner, awakened a Sense of his 
I^uty and Danger^ 

O THOU infinitely great,, ever 
blessed, and ever glorious Being, the 
AJmighty Creator and constant Preserve 
e;r of all things, wherever I turn my eyes. 
I behold the most evident proofs and 
manifestations of thy being, thy presence^,, 
and thy agency. Thou art seen in every 
object around me, and felt in every vein* 
and nerve within me!" It is thou, O 
Lord, I am fully convinced, who didst? 
form me by thy wisdom, and who dost 
continually sustain me, and snpport ali,, 
my perceptive and active ijoviiw^ V>1 J^^ 
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unremitting energy. Thou art always- 
near me wherever I am, and however I 
am employed; and in Thee do I live,, 
and move, and have my being. 

In common with the rest of thy nu- 
merous creatures, I am every day partak- 
ing of the eflectsof thy providential care 
and kindness ; and am under numberless 
obligations taThee for the supply of! 
my I bodily wants, and for my comforta- 
ble subsistence in this present transitory 
state. But much more am I indebted to 
Thee for the richer blessings of thy grace ; 
for the intimations thou hast given of thy 

nature and will, of my duty and most es- 
sential interests, by the united lights of 
reason and revelation; and for the; wonder- 
ful provision thou hast made, especially 
in the gospel of thy Son, for my spiritual, 
and everlasting welfare, for the pardon of 
my sins, the sanctification of my nature,, 
and the salvation of my soul. 

What returns of duty and gratitude, 
OThou Creator, Preserver, andRedeenir 
^t of the world, mayest thou not most 
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•justly expect from all thy reasonable crea- 
tures ! With what reverence, admiration,- 
and love, should our hearts be filled to- 
wards Thee ! Under what a lively sense 
of thy presence should we walk before 
Thee ! And, how fit is it '* that a care ta 
please Thee should swallow up every 
other care I" 

But, O Thou greatly injured Bene- 
factor, how hast thou been neglected, for- 
gotten, and afiVonted by me ! I have lived 
as without Thee in the world, though I 
know that the world is supported and up- 
held by Thee ; and that I am nothing^, 
and have nothing, and can hope for noth- 
ing, but of and from Thee. Instead of. 
seeking after Thee,* and contemplating 
upon Thee as I ought, how little hast, 
thou been in all my thoughts ! How sel- 
dom have I, with a becoming awe, re-- 
fleeted on thy presence with me, and in- 
spection over me ! How unmindful have 
I been of thy mercies, how unthankful 
for them, and how unfruitful under 
them ! That homage which is thy most 
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unquestionable due, I have unnaturally 
withheld from Thee ; and have taken na 
care to gain thy favor and approbation, 
by attending to the great business of re- 
ligion, which is the end and glory of my 
nature. 

. Blessed God, when I think but for a 
moment of thy transcendent greatnessr 
and goodness, I am astonished that I 
have lived so regardless of Thee, and* 
have been guilty of numberless oflfences' 
against Thee. ** I blush and am con- 
founded to lift up my face before Thee. 
On the most transient review of my con- 
duct, I see that I have played the fool, 
and have erred exceedingly." What 
more than brutal stupidity... .what more 
than brutal ingratitude have I discovered ! 
For the ox knoweth his owner, and the 
ass his master's crib-; but I have not 
known Thee, my great Proprietor and 
Lord, as I ought, nor have I duly con- 
sidered the vast and mighty obligations 
thou hast laid upon me. 
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Andean I slight thy mercies, OThou 
great Fountain of all good, without incur- 
jing thy judgments ! Can I live in the 
neglect of my duty, and trifle with my 
conscience and my God, with impunity I 
Is not my danger as great as my folly, 
ingratitude, and guilt ? Art thou not a 
righteous as well as merciful God? 
Wilt thou not call me to an awful and 
severe account for my neglect of Thee, 
and my rebellions against Thee, for every 
wilful and presumptuous sin, whether it 
be omission or commission ? And is not 
destruction and misery in the ways of 
those who wander from their God ? O 
let me not vainly expect either present 
peace or future safety while I continue a 
stranger to Thee, and in a state of disaf. 
fection towards Thee ; nor suffer me to 
indulge an indolence of temper, or heed- 
lessly to pursue any such evil courses as 
will, without repentance, involve me in 
ruin. 

I am convinced, O Lord, that if I re- 
main thus far from Thee, I must perish* 
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'Thy favor is the only real ground of se* 
xurity and hope ; and this I can never at- 
tain without earnestly seeking it, in the 
•way of my duty. O pluck me, I be- 
seech Thee, as a brand from the burning. 
^Bring me, before it be yet too late, to an 
'effectual sense of my sin and folly ; set 
tny great danger before me in the strong- 
-cst light, and point out to me the only 
"Way to escape it. Teach me so to think 
on my ways, as to turn my feet into thy 
testimonies ; so that I may make haste 
and not delay to keep thy commandr 
ments. Help me to seek Thee whilst 
thou mayest yet be found, and to call 
upon Thee whilst thou art near. And 
Oh that- 1 may be persuaded at length to 
attend to the things that belong to my 
peace and welfare, before they are hid 
iirom my eyes^ 

Break, gracious God, tliat fatal en- 
tJiantment which binds my soul to earths 
ly and sensual objects. Let not my heart 
be hardened through the deceitfulness 
of sin ; but melt and subdue it by thf 
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heavenly grace. Teach me that lesson 
which I am so slow to learn ; teach me 
to know, to love, and to practise my du- 
ty. Give me a taste for the plea§.ures of 
religion and devotion. Let my thoughts 
be employed in meditating upon the best 
things ; refine and spiritualize my affec- 
tions, elevate and ennoble my pursuits; 
Quicken my desires after Thee ; and 
help me with full purpose of heart to 
cleave unto the Lord. 

Pardon and forgive, I humbly be- 
seech Thee, the numberless sins and 
transgressions of my past life ; enable 
me to act a wiser and a better part in all 
respects for the time to come ; and ac- 
cept of me, and of all my poor attempts 
to serve Thee, for thy mercy's sake, ia 
and through Christ Jesus, thy beloved 
Son, whom thou hast appointed to be the 
Saviour of sinners, even the chief of 
them ; to whom be everlasting praises, 

Am£N. 
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ll — The Sinner^s Confession^ under 4 
strong Sense of his Guilty and his eam^ 
est Prayer for Par dm. 

" O MOST glorious God ! Thou 
art the Fountain and Original of univer- 
sal nature, the Father of angels and men 5 
the all wise and righteous Governor of 
heaven and earth. From the highest 
lieavens, the habitation of thy holiness, 
and where thine honor dwells, thoube- 
holdest all the children of men ; and their 
Itiost secret actions are open to thine alt 
seeing eye 5 and such is the purity of thy 
Bature, that thou lovest righteousness 
and hatest iniquity, wheresoever thou be« 
boldest it \ neither can evil dwell with 
Thee." 

How obnoxious must I then be to thy 
Just and severe displeasure, who have 
lived so long in a sad neglect of Thee ^ 
and even in a course of rebellion against 
Thee ; whose temper and dispositions 
have been so contrary to thy holy nature^ 



and whose actions have been so uncoti- 
fermable to the manifestations of thy 
righteous will I " Thou, O Lord, know- 
est my foolishness ; and none of my sins 
are hid from Thee. If I should pretend 
to justify myself, my awnii mouth con- 
demns me ; if I should say I am perfect, 
it would prove me perverse. For innu- 
inerabte evils have encompassed me 
about ; mine iniquities have taken hold 
upon me, so that I am not able to look 
up ; they are more than the hairs of my 
head ; therefore my heart faileth me." 
• I am convinced, great God, that 
thou hast an absolute right, and unalien* 
able claim to my homage and allegiance* 
Thou hast given a law to all thy reason- 
able creatures, which is holy, just, and 
good ; and I was born under indispen- 
sable obligations to obey it ; which have 
been unspeakably strengthened and in. 
creased by thy constant care, and the 
numberless favors thou hast freely eon- 
ferred upon me, through the whole of 
my life. But, alas I In how many aggra* 
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vatcd instances have I revolted from* 
Thee, trampled on thy authority, disre.. 
garded thy salutary counsels and injunci! 
tions, abused thy goodness, and defied . 
thy vengeance ! How often have 1 vio- 
lated the sacred laws of piety and truth,, 
of righteousness and charity, of temper- 
ance and sobriety ! And hereby have I 
not most highly offended Thee, my! 
rightful and gracious Sovereign, as welL. 
as injured my fellow creatures, and-, 
wronged my own soul ! . 

How unnaturally have my thoughts^. . 
and affections, my desires and ■ pur- 
suits, been alienated from Thee, the- 
centre of all good ! How have I cast ,off 
thy fear, and restrained prayer before. ,^ 
Thee } Or, vvhen engaged in the outwards 
acts of public or private devotion, how- 
have I mocked, instead of worshipping. ^ 
Thee ! Drawins: near to Thee with mv. . 
mouth, while my heart was far from. ^. 
Thee ! How have I profaned thy name, ^ 
thy Sabbaths, and thy ordinances! Slight, 
ed thy word, and despised thy servants J ^ ^ 
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What reason have I to be humbled, 
O God, in thy sight, for the pride of my 
heart, for thinking of myself more highly 
than I ought to think, and for every de- 
gree and appearance of haughtiness, 
scorn, and disdain ! What reason to be- 
wail my proneness to rash and sinful an- 
ger, envy, malice, and revenge ! How 
far have I been from loving my neigh- 
bor as myself, or from doing in all re- 
spects to others as I would have them do 
to me! Of what falsehood, deceit, and 
treachery, of wli^t violence and cruelty, 
have I in some instances been guilty t 
Of what slander and evil speaking ! Of" 
what foolish talking and corrupt com- 
munication !' How often have I been a 
partaker of other mens' sins ! And how 
often, alas, have I betrayed others into 
sin, either by direct solicitations, or by 
the influence of my own evil example t 
And, O, what a load of guilt have I thus 
brought upon myself! 

Nor am I more excuseable in thy 

aight for those evil dis]pob\l\OTvs^ \^^^V 

2 
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and practices which more immediately 
relate to my own concerns: In subject- 
ing my reason and conscience to my own 
inclinations, appetites, and passions ; in 
minding the things of the flesh more than 
the things of the spirit ; and in loving, 
my carnal ease and pleasures more than 

Thee, my God. Have I not too often 
abused the gifts of thy providence, by 
indulging hurtful excesses ! What cor- 
rupt desires have I harbored in my heart ! 
And how improper and immodest have 
my words and actions frequently been I 
What an excessive fondness for the 
world, its possessions and enjoyments, 
have I discovered ; foolishly preferring 
my present and temporal, to my future 
and eternal interests; and minding eartli. 
ly things, to the neglect of heaven and 
heavenly objects ! And whilst the one 
thing needful has been forgotten, with 
what anxious and solicitous care have I 
pursued these inferior advantages ! How 
peevish and impatient have I been tin- 
ker outward crosses and afflictions ! Awi 
at best how discotiltwXtd \n viU my lot ! 
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In all these respects, it ischiefly against 
Thee, O great God, that I have sinned^, 
and done this evil in thy sight. And, , 
considering the number and weight of 
my transgressions, 1 have reason to be-, 
astonished at thy continued forbearance . 
and long suffering. My. life and soul 
are forfeited into thine hands ; . and most 
justly mightest thou haye. long since cut. 
me off from life, with all its advantages 
. and enjoyments, and have sentenced my 
guilty, soul to a state of misery and an- 
guish proportioned to the. mdUgnity o{ 
my offences.. 

But though I have, in effect, destroy, 
cd myself, yet, blessed, be thy name, in 
Thee is my help found ! With Thee 
there is mercy and forgiveness, that thou 
mayest be U^red ; and in thy right hand 
there is plenteous redemption. * Thou 
hast solemnly declared that thou desirest 
not the death of a sinner, but rather that 
he should repent and liv€. Thou art 
ready to receive returning sinners, art 
Waiting to be gracious to thciu^ ^3Mi^ W^ 



138. OCCASIONAL DSVOTIONB 

conciling them to thyself, by Jesus 
Christy not imputing to them their tres* 
passes. 

To Thee, O Lordj would I therefore 
apply, with earnest importunity, for par- 
doning mercy and for renewing grace., 
I would return unto Thee with humility 
and d deep sense of the malignity of my 
sins, entreating Thee to blot out all my 
transgressions from the book of thy re- 
membrance, to receive me graciously, 
and to love me freely. SuflFer me not, 
on the one hand, to despair of thy forgiv- 
ing mercy ; nor, on the other, to pre- 
sume upon it, as giving a licence to sin ; 
but let me consider it as a prevailing mo- 
tive and powerful encouragement to re- 
pentance. Let me not content myself 
Vrith barely confessing my sins ; but help 
ln6 effectually to renounce and forsake 
them, that so I may be assured of obtain- - 
iog mercy. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God; 

and renew a right spirit within me. O 
feducamy wamlerin{( mind to a thorough^ 
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tonsideration of those things that con- 
cern my everlasting peace j and my 
stubborn will to a determinate resolutioa 
to pursue them. *' My sole dependence 
is upon Thee : My hope of success" in- 
this great work of repentance unto life^ 
is wholly in Thee. ** Help, Lord, or 
else I perish : Stretch forth thy powerful 
arm to save niy sinking soul ; and let 
not this deep swallow me up;" but give 
me such a sense of the evil of sin, such a 
genuine remorse and penitential sorrow 
on account of my numerous and aggra-i . 
vated transgressions, such a lively faith 
in the declarations of the gospel, and such* 
strong desires of halving an interest in thy 
favor and friendship, as that I may be 
effectually persuaded, ** to part with, 
every sin, be it ever so dear, and to com- 
ply with every duty, be it ever so con. 
trary to my corrupt inclinations. Thus 
shall I be reconciled to Thee, my offend- 
ed Sovereign ; and thus only can I se- 
cure my present peace and everlasting/ 
welfarcji, according to the. riches o£ \Jk^ 
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grace and mercy, as manifested in the 
gospel of thjr Son Jesus Christ, to whom^ 
be glory for ever and ever... .Amen. 

UI^^A Prayer against Temptations to de^ 
lay the fVork of Religion^ vihen con* 
'oinced of its Importance. 

O THOU rijghteous and holf 
Sovereign of heaven and earth ! Thoa 
art the God in whose hand my breath is, 
and whose are all my ways." I am in» 
debted to Thee for all that I am and 
have, and dependant upon Thee for all 
that I need or hope for. But great as my 
obligations are to Thee, and absolutely 
dependent as I am upon Thee, I have 
been far from glorifying Thee as I ought, 
from acknowledging Thee in all my 

ways, or from conducting myself accord- 
ing to the discoveries of thy will. 

I have reason to adore thy forbear* 
anre and pff^odness, that thou hast not 
long since btopped my breath, and cat 
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»ie off from the land of the living.. ..that 
thou art lengthening out the space given 
ine for repentance, though I have so long 
delayed this great aiid necessary work.... 
that thou art still waiting to be gracious 
to me, though I have thus fiir rejected 
the oflFers of thy grace ; and art renewing 
thy calls and invitations, though I have 
hitherto refused harkening to them. O 
that I may no longer turn a deaf ear to 
thy calls, reject thy counsels against myw 
5elf, abuse thy patience, and weary out 
thy forbearance; but let thy goodness 
lead me to repentance, and suffer me not 
to trifle with Thee to my ruin* 

** I am convinced, O Lord, that 
sooner or later, religion must be my se- 
rious care, or I am undone. Nor do I 
•dare, thou knowest to give up all 
thoughts of repentance and reformation. 
B ut, alas i How easily have 1 been per- 
suaded to put off this great and necessary 
business, from time to time, to some 
fancied more convenient season ! With 
what reluctance do I think of parting 
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with my sins... •and how docs my foolisl^ 
heart draw back from the yoke of duty y 
and plead for its own indulgence, against, 
the dictates of my better judgment !" '^ 

O convince me effectually of the foU 
ly and danger of this dilatory, waverings 
and irresolute conduct. Save me, good 
Lord, from myself, frbm ray own weak- 
ness and perverseness, from the imposi- 
tions of my own senses and passions, and 
the obstinate force of all inveterate evil 
habits. Suffer not my heart to be hard- 
ened through the deceitfulncss of sin. 
Convince me that, by every wicked in- 
dulgence and pursuit, I am not only oft 
fending Thee, but wounding, injuring, 
and endangering my own soul, and mak- 
ing work, at best, for a bitter repentance. 

Give me, I beseech Thee, such a 
view of the shortness and uncertainty of 
life, as may prevent mc from confiding 
in it, and putting off my great concern 
any longer. Suffer me not to deceive 
myself with the false and dangerous im- 
agination, that the difficulty of turning 
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4ogi sin to holiness will be les3 at ai^ 
tjijOQ h^r^ter tl?^n at present, sipce I 
];^ve fi3vuid, by sad experience, how 
mu^ ev^ habits are strengthened by 
iQDg indulgence, and the remonstrances 
Qf qonscience are enfeebled by being o& 
ten stifled and controled. Nor let me 
presume to expect more powerful assist* 
ances of thy holy spirit, in consequence 
<tf having grieved and affronted him, by 
resisting those which he has already 
afforded. But, O that I may now yieldt 
to his gracious influences ; carefully cher- 
ish every serious impression that may be 
made on my heart, and diligently im- 
prove all the helps and advantages of a 
religious nature with which I am fa- 
vored. 

Leave me not to myself, good Lord, 
I entreat Thee ; seal me not up under si 
judicial blindness of mind and hardness 
of heart, but follow me with thy word 
and thy spirit, with thy mercies, or with 
thy judgments, if they j^re needful } and 
by any means which thou mayest Jknow 

M 
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to be most proper and effectual, rouse 
nie from my stupid lethargy, and recov- 
er me to thyself. Help me to lift up 
my eyes and my soul unto Thee ; and to 
devote myself unfcignedly to thy honor 
and service ; and let me now begin to 
cultivate a friendship with Thee which 
shall last forever, and be the glory and 
delight of my immortal nature. 

Cut me not off from the land of the 
living before I am fit for death and judg- 
ment, but O spare me, good Lord, for 
thy mercy's sake ; spare me a little lon- 
ger, till I shall amend, and bring forth 
fruits meet for repentance ; until my evil 
inclinations, propensities, and habits 
shall be subdued ; until I shall have ac- 
quired a relish for the acts and exercises 
of piety and virtue, and so be formed to 
a meetness for the sight and enjoyment 
of Thee, the great Fountain of all good ; 
for the happy society of holj* angels, and 
the spirits of just m^n mnde perfect ; 
and for ail the business and blessedness 
©f the heavenly state. And O that, from 
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this day, this hour, and this moment, 
such deep and serious impressions of re- 
ligion may be made on my heart, as shall 
never be worn out and obliterated, but 
shall issue in a thorough conversion, and 
terminate in everlasting glory and felici- 
ty.. .•Amen, and Amen. 
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IV — The coivoinced Sinner praying to be 
more deeply affecied with a View of his^ 
aggravated Guilt, and to he freed from 
the Power and Punishment of Sin. 

O MOST great and glorious? 
most holy, righteous, and merciful Go4! 
With wliat awe and reverence, with what 
fear and contrition of soul, and yet with 
what hope in thy mercy does it become 
me to draw near unto Thee, and to pour 
out my heart before Thee ! 

Thou hast been pleased to awaken 
me to some sense of my sins, and of my 
danger, and to convince me of the ne- 
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cessity of forsaking thain, and of retdrit* 
ing to Thee in the way of duty arid hdy 
obedience, in order to my partadking 6f 
that happiness of which thou hast made 
me capable, and necessarily desirous, I 
know that I ain vile and wretched ; that 
I have acted very wickedly, atid very 
foolishly ; that I have lived not only in 
a sad and inexcuseable neglect of my 
duty, but in the wilful and habitual prac- 
tice of that which is evil in thy sight. 
Yet still I want to be more deeply aflFect- 
ed with sorrow and remorse on account 
of my sins ; to have a more alarming 
view of the dangers that threaten me, if 
IE continue to indulge them. O that I 
might now know and see how evil a 
thing, and bitter it is, to have forsaken 
Thee, the Lord my God ; to have cast 
off thy fear, and violated my allegiance 
to Thee, 

Of what presumption and (arrogance 
have I been guilty, in magnifying myself 
against Thee, the God of Heaven, and 
lifting up my rebellious hand in opposj- 
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tion to the great Sovereign of the uiii- 
verse ! How absolute is that authority 
which I have slighted ! How excellent 
are those laws which I have violated !..*. 
Laws wisely calculated for the most ben- 
eficial purposes ; not only just and holy, 
but good ; — good in thenxbelves, good 
in their general tendency, and especially 
good, pleasant, profitable, and honorable 
to those who live in the conscientious 
practice of them. 

I have sinned, O Lord, against the 
clearest light and knowledge of my duty, 
against the decisions of my own reason 
and judgment, the remonstrances of 
my conscience, and tlie discoveries of 
thy word and will in the gospel. I 
have afdded presumption to my folly, 
wilfulness to weakness ; having despis- 
ed the counsels, exhortations, promises, 
and assistances^ Thou hast written to 
me the great things of thy law ; but I 
have accounted ihem as a strange thing. 

I have known to do good, but jet have 

2 
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not done it ; art'd therefore lii me ftfe 
omission of it lias been pecuiiariy sif^ful. 

I have known something of the uh« 
^peakable advailtages that oft to bib 
fbund in the wjyr, atid to be expefctea-ifc 
^he reward of iny d^ty, md y-et hatretroit 
been indirced thereby to engagie. in tSife 
practice of it. And tiioti]^ I have been 
very awfully warned of the ^eadful ceift- 
sequences of dis6bedience, yfet witfatvha(t 
daring presumption haye 1 exposcfd'tny- 
iself to them. 

And, O Thou most c6TtoJ>JfSisioilatc 
Father atrd Friend 6f the hiitnan raec^ 
how much more aggravated «re my 'bf- 
fences, when considered as cortmiitted 
against the experience X haye %ad of thy 
loving kindhes&and tender mercies to- 
wards me, against the endearing ties of 
gratitude, as well as against the oblige- 
tiona. of duty arid interest, and the strbttg 
influence of those hopes Gind ffears whith 
are deeply-rodted in my nattire, and pow- 
erfully applied to in thy ivord, for the 
m^st salutary purposes ! Thou, O Lord^ 
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Iwast nourished and brou^t i}n& up^ x»ce 
of t)hy children, and yet I have rebelled 
^iMt Thee. Thou wast Che wdtchfill 
Cruardian of my infant days, ^d batft 
been my Guide und Protector, my coti- 
istant Preserver, and unwearied fiencfac- 
■tor, thixyirgh aH my advaneing years* 
'(My rational powers sthd fecultics wem 
given, and are 'continued by Thee ; and 
to Thee am I indebted for every oppw- 
>unity of improving them. Whatever 
vorldly comforts I enjoy, are the effects 
'of thy unmerited bounty ; and it is to 
thy rich and free grace that I owe the 
discoveries and invitations of the gospel ; 
the offers of pardon and reconciliation, 
and the prospects of eternal glory aftd fe. 
licity, through the mediation 6{ Jesus 
"Christ thy Son. And yet, O thou beat 
of beings, how have I abused thy .good- 
ness, misapplied my capacities and ad- 
vantages, despised thy grace, and reject-, 
'ed the offers of life and salvation ! 

Convince me, merciful God, of Ae 
•Bi;ilig:uty of ttxose qfifences which I have. 
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committed against such clear light and 
knowledge, against so many gracious 
calls and warnings. Free, me from the 
power and prevalence of evil habits, from 
the influence of corrupt examples, and 
from the aggravated folly and iniquity of 
transgressing laws which are so righteous 
and holy, so just and pure, and which 
tend so much to the happiness, the eter^ 
nal happiness, of all who obey him. 

Guard me especially against the dc- 
ceitfulness of my own heart. May I 
never suffer any wicked inclinations, any 
corrupt desires, so far to impose upon me, 
as to lead me contrary to the dictates of 
conscience or the injunctions of the gos- 
pel.f 

May the example and precepts of my 
great Redeemer be the constant subjects 
of my meditation. Him may I ever ear- 
nestly desire to imitate and obey.. Thus 
may I be freed from the dominion of 
corrupt lusts and sinful afieetlons, and. 
grow more and more into a resemblance 
of my Saviour, and into a capacity of en* 
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joying that happiness which he i^ gone 
to prepare for all his sincere disciples and 
ibllowers. 

May divttte graice in this w^ cnsible 
me to escape the dreadful pimishments 
which will certainly be inflicted upon all 
obstinate signers; and may the good 
spirit of God lead me from one degroe 
of holiness and virtue to another^ until al 
length I become meet for the inheritance . 
of the saints in light. Then may ce- 
lestial envoys conduct me safe to tbofle 
ravishing and transporting joys, which 
will be the eternal possession of all those 
who trust in the mercy and goodness of 
God, through the mediation of Jesus 
Christ; to whom be glory in all the 
churches, world without 6nd...«Aji£K« 

Avery short Morning Prayety to he used 
by a Person on a Journey ^ or v)hen 
straitened for Ttme^ 

* 

ALMIGHTY and most twsc«aS!^ 
father, I adore Thee as tSait'SorcDSt «saa^ 
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Upholder of all things ; as the Author of 
my life and being, the Fountain of all my 
past and present mercies, and the Foun- 
dation of all my future hcjpes. 

Blessed be thy name for the repose 
of the last night, and for causing me to 

see the light of another day in comfort. 
Keep me this day in thy fear and love ; 

and wheresoever I may go. or in what- 
ever occupations I may be engaged, let 
me not forget Thee, or be drawn aside 
from the path of my duty into the way* 
of sin or folly. 

By all the occurrences of the day, 
may I learn some profitable lessons : In 
all my converse with others, may I aim 
at doing and getting gocd. Let my view-s 
be always directed heaven wards while 
I am passing through this w orld : And^ 
finall}', grant me a joyful admission into 
thy glorious kingdom, through Jesus 
Christ, who is the way, the truth, and 
the life ; for whom I praise Thee, and 
to whom I would ascribe the glory of 
his gracious undertaking in behalf of 
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our sinful care, for ever and ever.,,.* 

Amen. 
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A "oery short Evening Prayer. 

GREAT and good God, in whom 
I live, and move, and exist ! Another 
day hast thou now added to my forfeited 
life, and most gratefully would I ac- 
knowledge thy unwearied care and kind- 
ness in keeping me from dangers, and 
providing for the supply of all my wants 
from day to day. With grief and shame 
must I at the same time qonfess and be- 
wail the many errors, imperfectionjdPBI 
failings of my past life, and particuSny 
any instances wherein I have this day 
transgressed thy righteous laws, or ne- 
glected the duty which I owe Thee. 
Pardon, good Lord, for thy mercy's 
sake, as manifested in and by thy Son 
Jesus Christ, whatever halh been ymiss 
in my past temper and conduct. Cleanse 
me by thy sanctifying grace from all un- 
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righteousness, that I may. always liye Soit 
the time to come, as under thine immedi- 
ate presence, and as becometh one who is 
accountable to Thee for the whole of his 
conduct, 

I now commit myself to thy Guar- 
dian care during the darkne9S wd silence 
of this night. M»j I awake in the morn< 

ing refreshed with comfortable sleep, 
sind still find myself blessed with thy 
fiivor and surrounded with thy powerful 
protection. And at length may I attain 
the happiness of heaven, where I shall 
for ever live in the smiles of thy favor, 
and eternally enjoy the light of thy bli5s« 
MNpuntenance. These petitions I ofier 
up to the throne of thy grace, through 
the mediation and intercession of my 
great Redeemer, Jesus Christ the right- 
eous, to whom be honor and glory for 
ever and ever. • • • Am e n • 
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